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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AWARDS in the Festival architectural and planning competi- 
tion are on p. 40 


A TOWN PLAN for Kuwait, the Arab state at the head of the 
Persian Gulf, is to be prepared by Minoprio, Spencely and 
Macfarlane. Some of the problems are outlined on p. 59 


PUBLIC RELATIONS in the areas of Allied Societies of the 
R.I.B.A. is to be the subject of a conference in London in 
November. ; p. 61 


AN INCREASE to £3,000 in the value of work which may be 
tendered for without quantities has been permitted by the 
N.F.B.T.E. This was reported to the R.I:B.A. Council which 
has also considered other matters relating to tendering condi- 
tions. p. 61 


THE ACTION of a builder in charging a customer 5d. per hour 
over the union rate was held not to be reasonable at an action 
brought at Bow County Court. The jury held that an excess of 
1d. an hour was “‘ a reasonable charge.” p. 63 


FURTHER SERIOUS HOLD-UPS of building were inevitable 
unless the industry got its fair share of steel, the President of 
the National Federation told the half-yearly conference on 


July 4. p. 65 


THE GOVERNMENT is to re-introduce, in slightly different 
form, the Prices Orders relating to Plasterboard which were 
the occasion of the Government defeat in the House of Commons 
on Fuly 5. p. 66 





RENT AND REPAIRS 


ig seems trite to say that the homes of the people are a 

valuable national asset, yet the failure of the Government 
to make proper provision for maintaining them in an adequate 
state of repair makes it imperative that this apparently simple 
tryth should be emphasised. The Government’s failure 
in this respect lies primarily in the refusal—recently reiterated 
by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning—to take any immediate steps to 
deal with the problem of the Rent Acts. At a time of housing 
shortage; such as the present, a measure of rent control is 
obviously necessary, but the continued freezing of rents to 
their 1939 levels is having a most serious effect on the main- 
tenance of privately owned houses to let. 

As the recent memorandum by the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors shows, the cost of repairs and mainten- 
ance is now nearly three times what it was in 1939. It is 
thus not surprising that many landlords find that they either 
cannot carry out repairs or, if they do, are out of pocket. 
Sanitary inspectors, who know the position full well, fre- 
quently do not apply the provisions of the Housing and 
Public Health Acts as rigorously as is desirable. The result 
has been a steady deterioration in the condition of the country’s 
eight million houses to let. The cumulative effect of twelve 
years of restricted repairs and maintenance is now beginning 
to tell, particularly where older properties are concerned, and 
there is real danger that unless this process is arrested houses 
will become completely unfit for human habitation faster than 
new ones can be built. Indeed it has been suggested that 
already something like 200,000 houses a year are going out of 
existence, but this has not been officially confirmed. 

The effect of such a reduction in the number of houses 
available for occupation would, of course, practically cancel 
out the new house-building programme. Quite apart from 
this factor, however, the general deterioration in existing 
houses is a serious matter. Even if no houses at all went 
out of existence, so that there was a net gain of 200,000 
houses a year, it would be many years before the tenants of 
sub-standard pre-1914 houses would all be rehoused. In the 
meantime they are deserving of every consideration and every 
reasonable amenity in their existing dwellings. 'The depress- 
ing fate of many families left to live in near-slum areas which 
cannot be cleared for years to come was poignantly described 
in a report on conditions in Salford published some time ago 
by the Manchester Council of Social Service. 

Local authorities are largely free of these difficulties because 
the majority of their houses are not subject to the Rent Acts, 
and so they are free to raise their rents. The fact that local 
authorities have found it necessary to increase rents by about 
an average of 40 per cent since the war is proof of the need 
for higher rents in respect of privately owned houses, especi- 
ally as the latter will usually be older properties. 

The facts of the present situation now appear to be recog- 
nised in most responsible quarters. Not only the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors but other impartial bodies 
such as the Housing Centre have drawn attention to the fact 
that rent restriction in its present form is defeating its own 
ends. Even Mr. Aneurin Bevan, when Minister of Health, 
appears to have admitted that the property owners’ associa- 
tions which approached him last summer had a case. The 
Government are understood to be considering the complete 
revision of the Rent Acts in due course. This, however, is 
not good enough. The problem is urgent, and delay— 
because of the cumulative effects of non-repair—will only 
make matters far worse. What is needed now is not so much 
a revision of the Rent Acts a3 a whole but a simple emergency 
measure designed to raise rents to a sufficient degree to enable 
private owners to maintain their properties in a reasonable 
state of repair. 

The best suggestion so far put forward in this connection 
is undoubtedly that contained in the R.I.C.S. memorandum. 
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It is pointed out that a flat rate increase in standard rents will 
simply. magnify the anomalies that already arise from the 
present system of control. The Chartered Surveyors there- 
fore suggest that the increase should be linked to the rateable 
value of the property. Starting from the assumption that the 
statutory allowances in 1939 were approximately equal to the 
cost of repairs and management, they propose that rents 
should be increased by, say, 175 per cent of the relevant 
statutory allowance. This increase would only apply where 
the landlord is responsible for repairs. Where the tenant is 
solely responsible there would be no increase ; where the 
landlord is partly but not wholly responsible, there would be a 
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proportionate increase. The increases would be subject to 
the property actually being kept in a proper state of repair. 

An argument which is occasionally advanced against such 
an increase is that sufficient building resources are not avail- 
able for carrying out repairs. If this be so, then the necessary 
resources must be found, even if it means re-aligning the 
housing programme to give priority to repairs. 

The necessary decisions may require a high degree of 
political courage on the part of the Government, but we 
believe that the time has come when an increase in controlled 
rents, sufficient to enable houses to be maintained, is essential 
in the national interest. 





FESTIVAL ARCHITECTURAL AWARDS 


Achievements in Civic 


(J ERTIFICATES confirming the special 

awards for 1951 in connection with the 
scheme to stimulate an interest in landscape 
or architectural design which would be bene- 
ficial for future work, for which the Council 
for Architecture, Town Planning and Build- 
ing Research, on behalf of the Festival of 
Britain-Council, invited nominations, were 
presented at a ceremony held in the Royal 
Pavilion of the South Bank Exhibition on 
July 12. There were 173 entries, and 19 
designs were selected for awards. 


The scheme had as an additional object 
the provision of an historical record of accep- 
ted ideas of good design at the time of the 
Festival, and any buildings, or group of 
buildings or any improvement to rural or 
urban landscaping (excluding very large 
nominations such as new towns or large 
development schemes, and very small nomi- 
nations such as single houses) were eligible. 
The works had to be in Great Britain and 
able to be viewed externally by the public. 
Their construction must have been begun 


and Landscape Design 


after August 15, 1945, and must have been 
sufficiently advanced by September 1, 1950, 
to permit of visual judgment. 

The Festival Council is arranging to fix.a 
specially designed Festival emblem to the 
selected works in the form of a plaque. 

Among those expected to be present at 
yesterday’s ceremony were :—General Lord 
Ismay, chairman of the Festival Council ; 
Mr. Gerald Barry, Director-General, Festival 
of Britain ; and Members of the Council for 
Architecture, Town Planning, and Building 
Research, viz.: Howard VY. Lobb, F.R.I.B.A., 
chairman; Professor H. V. A. Briscoe, 
ARES, DSc. 3; FB. J.. Porty;: -WSc; 
M.Inst.C.E. ; Professor W. G. Holford, M.A., 
F.R.IL.B.A. ; Robert H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A. ; 
Rowland Nicholas, C.B.E., B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., 
M.T.P.I.;.Sir George Pepler, C.B., P/P.T.P.I. 
F.R.LC.S.; J. M. Richards, A.R.I.B.A. ; 
Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., 
F.R.1.B.A.; Hugh Casson, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

The winners of the Special Architectural 
awards were :—Fry, Drew and Partners for 


NEWBURY PARK BUS STATION: a copper-covered reinforced concrete barrel vault 
structure which adjoins the Central Line station of the same name. A Festival of Britain ‘ 
architectural award goes to its architects, Oli-er Hill, F.R.I.B.A., and Eiward Duley. 


THE PLAQUE which is to be affixed 
to the winning schemzs. 


work at “ Passfield,” Bromley-road, Catford, 
S.E.6 (flats) ; F. R. S. Yorke, F.R.I.B.A., E. 
Rosenberg, C. S. Mardall, A.R.I.B.A., for 
work at Stevenage (secondary school); the 
Peter Dunham Group, for work at Asthall, 
Oxfordshire (cottages); Norman and Daw- 
barn, for work at St. Pancras-way, N.W.1 
(housing scheme); A..G. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., for 
work at Queen’s-drive, Glasgow (old people’s 
cottages); Powell and Moya, for work at Pim- 
lico, S.W.1 (housing scheme); Frederick 
Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., for work at 
the Appleby Frodingham Steel Works, Scun- 
thorpe; Martin J. Slater, F.R.I.B.A., and 
Birkin Haward, A.R.1.B.A., for work at Rush- 
more Primary and Infants School, Ipswich ; 
Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., for 
work at the Somerford Estate, E.1; F. G. 
Southgate, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., M.I.M.E., 
borough architect, for work: at Oak-hill, 
Woodford Green, E.17 (housing estate) ; 
Basil Spence and Partners, F.R.I.B.A., for 
work at Laleham-road, Shepperton (housing); 
Oliver Hill, F.R.I.B.A., and Edward Duley, 
L.R.I.B.A., for work at Newbury Park, 


Eastern-avenue, Ilford (bus station); Charles § 


Bernard Brown, for work at The Paragon, 
Colonnade House, Paragon House, and 2-6, 
South-row, Blackheath, S,E.3 ; Thomas Bil- 
bow, F.R.I.B.A., for work at the White City 
Station, London, W.; Johnson Blackett, 
F.R.I.B.A., for work at Gaer housing estate. 
Newport, Mon.; Arthur M. Whydale. 
L.R.LB.A., for work at Priory Memorial 
Gardens, Royston, Herts; Norman and Daw- 
barn, for work at Heath Park estate, Dagen- 
ham ; Tayler and Green, F.R.1.B.A., for work 
at Wheatacre, Goldstone, Hedenham, Aldeby 
and Thurton, Norfolk (housing) ; Edward 
Armstrong, F.R.I.B.A., for work at — 
Adelaide Court, S.E. 20. 
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Three-bedroom houses in Area No. 2, Mark Hall North. 
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PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS 
2.—HARLOW 


[From our own Correspondent] 


Bo experiments in the art and 
science of planning are being made 
at Harlow new town, where building 
progress has now advanced to the point 
where it is possible, without recourse to 
maps and plans, to form some conception 
of the ultimate appearance of a considerable 
part of the town. Led by the architect 
planner, Mr. Frederick | Gibberd, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., an attempt has 
been made to get away completely from 
any semblance to the conventional housing 
estate or garden city, and the design 
seeks to provide built-up areas of relatively 
high density possessing a definite urban 
sense, liberally interspersed with trees, 
open spaces and blocks of natural land- 
scape. The building of large numbers of 
houses and other buildings of approxi- 
mately the same height has been carefully 
avoided, and the erection of the 10-storey 
block of flats in which the Harlow New 
Town Exhibition is housed is a foretaste 
of the taller buildings which will be used 
to add interest by breaking the skyline. 
Some 23 miles north of London on the 
main Cambridge road, Harlow is for- 
tunate in having an almost ideal situation 
for a new town. ‘The original population 
of the 6,320 acres which comprise the 
designated area was only about 5,000, 
of which 3,500 lived in old Harlow. This 
sparseness of existing population has 
many obvious advantages from the point 
of view of planning, and the topography 
of the land, gently rolling countryside 
with a number of fine mature trees, 
lends itself well to the landscaping work 
which it is hoped eventually to carry out. 


To May 31, 284 houses and flats have 
been completed in the new town, over 
five miles of road have been laid and 
considerable progress has been made with 
the Eastern Industrial Estate, which now 
has a number of factories complete or 
nearing completion. By the end of this 
month it is expected that the number 
of dwellings completed or under con- 
struction by the Harlow Development 
Corporation will reach the 2,000 mark, 
and the Corporation will be working to 
its accelerated programme of 1,000 houses 
(including flats) a year. 


THE MASTER PLAN 


The master plan for the new town, 
prepared by Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
was the first-of its kind to receive the 
approval of the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, approval being given 
in March, 1949. The plan accepts the 
English method of neighbourhood plan- 
ning with roads running between well- 
defined housing areas, but instead of the 
usual neighbourhood of some 10,000 
people the housing is designed as a cluster 
of distinct neighbourhoods of between 
3,000 and 7,000 people. The cluster 
focuses on a main neighbourhood shopping 
and community group, but each neigh- 
bourhood has its own smaller shopping 
centre, primary school and meeting hall, 
situated near its centre. The neighbour- 
hoods themselves are broken down into 
distinct housing areas of between 150 and 
300 dwellings, each with its own recrea- 
tion space, and in some cases a tenants’ 
clubroom. ae 


Architects, Fry, Drew and Partners. 


Work on the future town centre, 
which is to lie to the west of the neigh- 
bourhood now under construction, cannot 
be started until the population of the 
new town can give adequate economic 
support to the communal buildings, 
such as the art gallery, theatre, concert 
hall, and civic offices which it is hoped to 
build there. In this connection it must 
be remembered that the building of 
Harlow is expected to occupy some 20 years. 


The site chosen for the town centre 
is conveniently near the existing wayside 
station of Burnt Mill, which will eventu- 
ally be rebuilt and enlarged, on the main 
Liverpool Street—Norwich line. The line 
is at present two-track, but may eventually 
be doubled. 


The master plan as originally envisaged, 
was to provide for an eventual population 
of 60,000, but this has since been in- 
creased to 80,000, without any addition 
to the size of the designated area. The 
larger population is to be accommodated 
by increasing the number of dwellings 
to the acre to a maximum of 20, with a 
general aim of 15+, from the originally 
planned densities of 10 to 12 per acre, 
and not by encroachment on open spaces. 


CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME 


To encourage variety between¥ the 
different areas (and at Harlow “area ”’ 
means a definite sub-division of a “‘ neigh- 
bourhood ”) each is being designed, 
under the overall. direction of the Cor- 
poration, by different architects, a pooling 
which has resulted in 70 to 80 different 
types of houses being designed to date, 


The first step in. the construction 
programme was the small Chippingfield 
estate of 98 houses, which were com- 
pleted and in full occupation by August, 
1950. It is adjacent to old Harlow, and 
was: undertaken by the development 





42 


corporation during the time when its 
master plan had been submitted to the 
Minister but approval was awaited. It 
was known at that time that whether the 
master plan was, in fact, approved or 
amended by the Minister, Chippingfield 
itself would not be affected. Another 
20 houses are at present in course of 
construction on the north side of Chip- 
pingfield. 

The Mark Hall North neighbourhood 
is at present being developed under con- 
tracts amounting to £2,000,000. Some 
200 families are already in occupation, 
and work is in an advanced stage on 
the balance of 500 dwellings which include 
bed-sitting-room flats, one-bedroom flats, 
two- and three-bedroom flats as well as 
two-, three-, four- and five-bedroom 
houses. The development also includes 
a new vicarage designed and built by the 
corporation adjacent to the medizval 
church which is sited within the area; 
a tenants’ clubroom and a temporary 
health centre, consisting of a pair of semi- 
detached houses, which are being eon- 
verted by the corporation for use as a 
temporary health centre until such time as 
the health centre proper for the neigh- 
bourhood is constructed, probably at the 
Neighbourhood Centre. (It is understood 
that the Minister of Health would con- 
template the provision of a permanent 
health centre when the population reached 
10,000, and would require the services 
of four doctors.) This temporary health 
centre is sited in Area 2 of Mark Hall 
North, and it is hoped that it will be opened 
towards the end of the year. 


A primary school is now in course of 
construction by the Essex County Council 
and is sited about half-way across existing 
development to the north of the neigh- 
bourhood spine road. In the meantime a 
temporary primary school to accommodate 
240 pupils under the age of 11 has been 
opened in a house within this area acquired 
by the corporation and converted and 
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leased to the county council for this 
purpose. 

Work on a secondary school which will 
service this area is expected to start this 
year. 

For design purposes the Mark Hall 
North neighbourhood was divided be- 
tween Mr. Frederick Gibberd, as a 


private architect, Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, 
F.R.I.B.A., and a group of architects in 
the corporation’s office. 


A TEN-STOREY BUILDING 


Included in this neighbourhood are 
two blocks of flats designed by Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd, with Mr. R. J. 
Double, A.R.I.B.A., as assistant architect, 
known as The Lawn, which are part of 
the same author’s wider design for the 
neighbourhood. ‘The top floor of the tall 
ten-storey block (the Tower) houses the 
Development -Corporation’s Exhibition 
of the design of the new town. From the 
roof of the block an excellent view is 
obtained of the neighbourhood nearing 
completion, the factory area, and the 
landscape of the new town. 


The two blocks are situated on high 
ground, and form the pivot to the design 
of the housing area. The three-storey 
block is placed behind the Tower, so that 
its strong horizontal lines counteract the 
verticality of the other building. 


The buildings have a natural asset in 
the existing several large trees which 
provide contrast to the architectural 
forms, and the two buildings are related 
to each other and the site by pavings, 
walls, screens and planting. 


The plan of the Tower block consists 
of four flats on each floor—two bed-sitting- 
room and two one-bedroom flats—grouped 
round a lift and staircases. The plan is a 
butterfly shape arranged so that each 
living-room and its balcony has a south 
aspect and a view over open landscape. 
The flat roof is designed as a roof garden 


— 


Three-bedroom houses in Area No. 3, Mark Hall North. Architect, Frederick Gibberd. 
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with shelter against wind and rain. The 
bathrooms and kitchens are placed in two 
“* sanitation units”? on each side of the 
building, above which are the tank rooms ; 
the services are thus concentrated to- 
gether ; the central lift tower is an inde- 


pendent structural unit, so that noise Ff 
vibrations are not transmitted to the § 
dwellings. The frame of the building 


is of reinforced concrete. 


The plan of the three-storey block is of 
the gallery type, with the living rooms 
ranged on the opposite side of the gallery 
to overlook the garden to the south. 


[A list of the sub-contractors and others 
engaged in connection with the two build- 
ings is published on page 67. 


SHOPS 


The first neighbourhood centre, to be 
known as The Stow, Mark Hall, has been 
designed to provide about 40 shops. Of 
these 25 are in course of construction, 
and these will include an_ electricity 
showroom, bank and post office. It is 
hoped that these shops will be in full opera- 
tion by March, 1952, providing at the 
outset for the needs of some 2,750 people. 
The balance of the shops will be built 
according to a phrased programme syn- 
chronised with housing development. 
Present shopping needs are largely met by 
the old town of Harlow. 


The Mark Hall South area has been the 
subject of more recent contracts totalling 
well over £1,000,000, and extensive civil 
engineering and site preparation works 
are now in progress, in preparation for the 
accelerated building programme _ that 
is planned. In this area the nominated 
architects include Mr. H. T. Cadbury- 
Brown, A.R.I.B.A.; Mr. Richard Shep- 
pard, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, 
F.R.L.B.A.; Mr. J. W: S. Monson, 
A.R.ILB.A.; Mr. Gerald Lacoste, 
A.R.I.B.A.; Messrs. Norman and Daw- 
barn; and the design unit of the Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


The housing layouts generally are 


_being carried out on the principle of 


mixed development, that is, flats are 
grouped with houses to form together a 
varied picture. Thus, in one scheme 
(Area 2) designed by Mr. E. Maxwell 
Fry, long two-storey tertaces following the 
contours group around an open space 
in which is situated: a large four-storey 
block of flats. 

Discussions have taken place with the 
Essex Churches Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, which represents all denominations, 
on the provision of sites for churches and 
chapels, and requirements in old Harlow 
and Mark Hall have been agreed. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


There are three main avenues of 
approach to factory development : 

(1) Sectional factory development de- 
signed and built by the corporation and 
let on lease and consisting of 2,000 sq. ft. 
units which may be joined together to 
form larger units if required. ‘These are 
jntended to cater for the “ smaller man.” 

(2) Standard factories of 20,000 sq. ft. 
each, also designed and built by the 
corporation. These are capable of 
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HAKLOW NEW TOWN 


-MAR Kk eA EH '¢. 2 E.G ” 
Key: (A) Tenants’ clubroom; (B) Temporary health centre; (C) Position of the industrial area; (D) Exhibition sitein Tower block; (E) St. Mary’s 
Church, Mark Hall; (F) Vicarage; (G) Temporary primary school; (H) Permanent primary school; (I) Sub-Céntre, including shops, 
hall and public-house; (Ff) Funior sports field; (K) Children’s playground; (£) Allotment areas. The numbers shown are Area numbers . 
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Plan of Mark Hall and Netteswell Neighbourhoods showing areas assigned to the different architects:—(1) Harlow Design Group (H.D.G.), 

(2) E. Maxwell Fry, (3) Frederick Gibberd, (4) E. C. P. Monson, (6), (8) and (9) H.D.G., (11) Richard Sheppard, (12) H. T. C. - 

Brown and H.D.G., (13) and (14) H.D.G., (15) F. R. S. Yorke, (16) and (17) Norman and Dawbarn, (19) and (20) H.D.G., (21) Richard 
Sheppard, (22) H.D.G., (23) H. T. Cadbury-Brown, (24) H.D.G., (25) Gerald Lacoste, (26) H.D.G. 
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View from the garden side of houses in Area No. 1, Mark Hall North; houses in the fo*- 


ground are of three-bedroom type and in the background two-bedroom. 


Architects, the 


Harlow Design Group. 


being joined together to form larger units 
if required, and are also let on lease. 


(3) Special purpose work. In the case 
of an industrialist who wishes for any 
reason to build his own factory, facilities 
are available to him to take a site,. for 
which he must pay ground rent to the 
corporation, and build for himself. 


If he wishes, an industrialist may also 
combine use of standard or sectional 
factories with a factory built to his own 
design. 

The Eastern Industrial Estate, lying to 
the north-east of the Mark Hall neigh- 
bourhood, is the subject of civil engineer- 
ing and site preparation works, covering 
168 acres, for which contracts totalling 
£1,500,000 have been let. In addition, 
two standard factories (20,000 sq. ft. 
each) have been’ completed and a third is 
under censtruction ; nine sectional fac- 
tories (2,000 sq. ft. each) have been com- 
pleted ; and also under construction are 
factories designed for Revertex, Ltd. 
(40,000 sq. ft.), and for the Kores Manu- 
facturing Co. (on a 3-acre site), 


The British Hydromechanics Research 
Association took occupation of the first 
new town factory (a specially designed 
building) early in 1951. 


The Board of Trade is responsible for 
controlling the transfer of industry, and 
their approval must be forthcoming 
before an industry may transfer to Har- 
low. In its turn, this has a strong bearing 
upon the selection of tenants. In the 
first instance the industrialist, having 
received an industrial development certi- 
ficate from the appropriate sponsoring 
department plus the approval and a 
building licence from the Board of ‘Trade, 


negotiates with the corporation for his ‘ 


factory premises. At the same time he 
informs the corporation that he wishes 
to bring with his establishment so many 


workers and the corporation undertakes 
to house them. The balance of his 
establishment is drawn as far as possible 
from London north of the Thames. 


ROADS AND SERVICES 


The road proposals for the ‘town are 
laid down in the master plan and are the 
subject of agreement with the Essex 
County Council, as the highway authority 
and, in the case of classified roads, with 
the Ministry of Transport. The main 
east-west road leading ultimately into the 
town centre, was opened by the Minister 
of local Government and Planning on 
May 9. . 

Filament lighting will be used on estate 
roads, sodium vapour on estate spine 
roads and major traffic roads, and it is 
hoped to introduce fluorescent lighting at 
the neighbourhood centres and the town 
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centre. Special lamp standard designs 
have been adopted by the corporation. 


The corporation is satisfied from nego. 
tiations which have taken place with the 
Eastern Electricity Board that there will be 
no difficulty in meeting the progressive 
demands of the new town for electricity, 
which will be supplied from the existing 
grid system, stepped up on the completion 
of the new Hoddesdon power station. 

A site has been agreed with the Eastern 
Gas Board for the main gas holder, 
situated, on¥low-lying” ground within the 
Eastern Industrial Estate, to which gas 
will be brought by high pressure main 
from Ponders End, and work on the 
laying y of gas mains is now well advanced. 

When the question of water supplies for 
the new town was investigated it was 
found that the present source of supply 
was only sufficient to meet a_ limited 
increase in population and the advice of 
consultant geologists was sought. As a 
result of their investigations, a site’ has 
been found at Hadham Mill in Hertford- 
shire. A well has been sunk here, and is 
now being proved, from which it is 
expected to draw over 1m. galls. per day. 


If the quantity and quality of the water 
found on the site is satisfactory, the cor- 
poration will apply for powers as a Water 
Undertaker. In the meantime, it has 
been agreed in principle with the present 
undertaker, the Herts and Essex Water- 
works Company, that the corporation 
will bring the water from the well to a 
storage reservoir on the south side of the 
designated- area and supply it from there 
to the waterworks company. 

In regard to sewage disposal an area 
has been found at Rye Meads on the 
north of the designated area where the 
nature of the sub-soil is such that the 
effluent can be treated and allowed to 
filter through the strata, with no risk at 
all of river pollution, and 54 miles of 
trunk sewer is now being laid, under a 
£410,000 contract, as far as the Rye Meads 
‘Treatment Works which are now in course 
of design. 

A list of architects, consultants, contrac- 
tors and sub-contractors will be found on 


page 67. 


Air. view of part of the. Eastern Industrial Estate showing two standard factories in ‘the 


. foreground and sectional factories in the right background. 


The steelwork of the factory 


under construction for Revertex, Lid., can be seen top left, 
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FLAT BLOCKS AT HARLOW NEW TOWN 


FREDERICK GIBBERD, FRIBA, MTPI, ARCHITECT 


mtrac- 
nd on 


Left: The south 
elevation of the 3- 
storey block and 
entrance drive to the 
Tower block. 





THE BUILDER July 13 1951 





Layout of flats blocks with surrounding houses. 
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On the right is seen the Tower, 
showing the pattern of the windows 
in the sanitation block on the east, 
the recessed balconies and _ the 
“* framed”’ south fagade. The east 
walls are in warm red and brown 
bricks. The south fagade is of con- 
crete bricks of pale biscuit colour, and 
the balconies are in bright blue tiles, 
surmounted by a balustrade of sage- 
green colour. 


scole of feet 
8 








Above: Ground-floor plan (left) and typical upper-floor 
plan of the Tower flats. 


Left: Diagram showing the arrangement of the principal 
services. 
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Detail of the south fagade of the 3-storey block, showing the paved terrace and screens linking the building to the Tower block and 
the way through the forecourt. Below: plans of the 3-storey block. 
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NEW BUILDING IN THE CITY 
ST. BRIDGET’S HOUSE, BRIDEWELL PLACE, E.C4 


TREHEARNE AND NORMAN, PRESTON AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 
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7 building, one of the first to be 

completed in the City of London, 
was planned to provide a block of 
offices with (a) maximum flexibility 
for partitioning up the floors, (6) larger 
percentage of window area than in 
normal office buildings, and (c) maxi- 
mum cubic contents allowed under the 
Planning Regulations. Detailed in- 
formation was obtained of the latest 
trend of design in Europe and America 
with a view to providing the most 
desirable office space as simply and 
economically as possible. 

Planning: Main factors governing 
the arrangements of the plan were a 
narrow street under 40 ft. wide, the 
main entrance and staircase to he so 
situated as to be suitably placed when 
the portion at the south end is eventu- 
ally erected. A long, narrow-depthed 
building was selected with central 
placing of the main entrance, staircase, 
lifts and lavatories. In order to provide 
the flexibility for the partitions it was 
decided to place the windows at 5 ft. 
centres, and with an overall depth of 
43 ft. and a 5 ft. central corridor ; 
offices are 19 ft. deep and any multiple 
of 5 ft. in width. 

Construction : The mullioned framed 
structure is of reinforced concrete. 
The external load bearing mullions are 
at 5 ft. centres and ate only 9 in. wide 
and 15 in. deep. There is one row of 
internal columns at 15 ft. centres. 
The floors are in reinforced concrete 
and floor beams are of a_ standard 
depth of 13 in. The external walls are 
of 11 in. cavity construction to econo- 
mise floor space and provide thermal 
insulation. This standardisation in 
construction has resulted in the struc- 
ture being erected simply, expeditiously 
and economically. 

External Finishes: In order to 
express the feeling of the structure, the 
surfaces have been clothed in protective 
materials applied as veneers. The 
jointing is intentionally ‘‘ non-struc- 
tural,’ to emphasise its applied nature. 
The major portion is faced with 
Quarzite, which is a natural stone 
with variegated tones of colour, harder 
than granite and obtained from the 
Italian Alps. This material is quarried 
and split like slate, and is approxi- 
mately 4 in. thick. Various materials 
were considered for the facing, but 
Quarzite was selected on account of 
(a) its suitability as a veneer clothing, 
(b) its being cheaper in cost than stone, 
faience or tiles and (c) the pleasing 
range available of tones and colours. 

The ground and basement storeys 
on the front elevation are faced with 
dark brown faience tiles with emphas- 
ised white joints. On the rear eleva- 
tion Westmorland green slate has been 
applied to the lower two storeys. The 
panels to the pavilion on the front 
elevation are in Westmorland green 
slate, diamond-shaped with wide joints 
coloured white. The reinforced .con- 
crete canopy over the main entrance 
Elevation to Bridewell-place. has a corrugated surface, which is 


Detail of canopy to main entrance. 
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Entrance hall, looking towards staircase. 
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painted a mushroom colour. The 
soffits to the reinforced concrete cor- 
nices are painted ultramarine blue. 
All external railings, etc., are painted 
mallard blue. 


Main Entrance Hall: The main 
portion of the hall is two storeys high, 
with a balcony to connect the first-floor 
offices and the staircase. The whole 
of the floor is in Swedish green marble. 
The walls are faced with Botticino 
(pale biscuit) marble in large squares 
with emphasised joints in Griotte 
(dark red) marble. The two circular 
columns are faced with Griotte marble. 
The main entrance doors are glazed 
with armoured plate glass and have teak 
push handles. The diamond pat- 
terned ceiling is coloured ultramarine 
blue with the narrow ribs in white ; 
the remainder of the ceiling soffits are 
pale grey. Four long slender vertical 
fluorescent lighting fittings are sus- 
pended from the main ceiling. The hall 
is heated by means of heating coils 
situated under the marble paving. 


Main Staircase: The elliptical re- 
inforced concrete staircase is canti- 
levered from slender external columns 
100 ft. high, which are clothed extern- 
ally with Westmorland green slate. 
The treads and risers are covered with 
precast terrazzo. The metal balus- 
trade has a stainless steel handrail. 
The metal windows, which are divided 

SP dahlia ’ by glazing bars into squares, extend 
> without a break for the full height of the 
staircase tower. The windows are 
cleaned externally by means of boats 
suspended from an overhead track. 
The lighting fittings are incorporated 
inside the structural columns. 


Services: The heating system in- 
corporates a “‘ Rotamiser”’ plant cap- 
able of using any type of liquid fuel, 
with provision for a quick changeover 
to solid fuel and automatic stokers. 
The electrical and external and internal 
telephone services are accommodated 
between the false ceiling and floor 
slab. The cables pass through holes 
formed in the reinforced concrete 
beams. 

Internal Finishes: OrrFices.—All 
floors have false ceilings, which cover 
the concrete beams, thus allowing the 
steel partitions to be of a uniform height 
and to be easily erected and altered. 
The floors are covered with hardwood 
blocks. The metal windows have the 
lower and upper portions horizontally 
centre hung, the latter being operated 
by gear. A radiator is situated under 
each window, with the electrical and 
telephone points on either side. 

LAVATORIES.— Ventilation is mechani- 
cal. Floors and walls are tiled. W.C. 
doors are on falling butts, with the 
electric lighting switch self-operating 
on the closing of the door. All doors 
are in hardwood with metal frames. 

LANDING AND !STAIRCASE.—The 
floors are in terrazzo, with ivory 

sia et coloured painted walls and ceilings. 
View inside main entrance hall. In order to show the shuttering out- 
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The main staircase. 


Looking up the 
staircase well, 





THE BUILDER July 13 1951 




















Typical upper-floor plan. 
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lines the staircase soffit has not been 
plastered, the mushroom coloured paint 
being applied direct to the concrete 
surface. The kicking strips to the 
doors are in teak and specially designed 
teak push handles have been fixed to 
these doors. The flush metal lift 
doors and the staircase balustrade are 
painted mallard blue. The internal 


Looking up staircase tower. 


soffit to the staircase tower is painted 
ultramarine blue. 

The consulting engineers were Messrs. 
R. Travers Morgan and Partners. The 
general contractors were Messrs. Trol- 
lope and Colls, Ltd., Great Queen- 
street, W.C.1, who are also the building 
owners, Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were :— 


Sanitary fittings, John Bolding and 
Sons, Ltd. ; external faience and internal 
tiling, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd. ; 
metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, Fenning and Co., 
Ltd.; ‘“‘ Paropa”’ roofing, Frazzi, Ltd. ; 
wood block floors, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
staircase balustrade and front railings, 
The Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd.; metal 
coor frames and skirtings, The Morris 

Singer Co., Ltd. ; Quarzite 
and Westmorland slate facings, 
John Stubbs, Ltd. ; main 
entrance doorway and screen, 
Wainwright and Waring, Ltd. ; 
marble entrance floor and hall, 
J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd. ; 
heating and hot water, Young, 
Austen and Young, Ltd. ; 
glazing, James Clark and 
Eaton, Ltd.; and lifts, 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd. 


ST. BRIDGET’S 
HOUSE, E.CA 


Typical landing. 
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EAST WINDOW, ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, N.16 


DESIGNED BY WILLIAM WILSON 


LLEWELLYN SMITH AND WATERS, FF.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 





ON JUNE 26, 1951, the 
Bishop of Stepney dedi- 
cated a new east window at 
St. Andrew’s Church, 
Bethune-road, Stoke New- 
ington, N.16, in replace- 
ment of a window des- 
troyed by enemy action. 

St. Andrew’s Church, 
which dates from 1883, is a 
finely proportioned church 
in the early English 
manner. The windows 
were originally all glazed 
with stained glass; but 
most of the windows on 
the south side, as well as 
the east window, were 
destroyed during the war, 
and all but the east window 
were replaced in plain 
leaded lights with a 
coloured border made up 
of fragments of the old 
stained - glass window. 
Thus the whole amount of 
the War Damage claim for 
stained glass could be ex- 
pended on the east window. 

The glazing contractors 
were Messrs. F. Bowman 
Glassworks, Ltd., of Ful- 
ham-road, S.W.3, and the 
window was designed and 
made in Edinburgh by Mr. 
William Wilson. It is an 
outstanding example of 
modern craftsmanship. It 
consists of five lancets, 
each 1 ft. 10 in. wide, the 
central light being about 
15 ft. high. The central 
figure in the scheme is 
Christ the King, crowned 
and richly robed, and hold- 
ing the banner symbolic of 
the Resurrection. Below 
is a representation of the 
Crucifixion, and above is 
the Dove of the Spirit. 
The lancets on each side 
contain large figures of the 
four Evangelists, in con- 
trasting colours against a 
background of pearly white 
quarries. Below each 
Evangelist is his appro- 
priate symbol, the Angel, 
the Lion, the Bull and the 
Eagle. 

Incidents in the life of 
our Lord, as described in 
each Gospel, are portrayed 
in the lower panels of the 
four lights; while at the 
very top are the four Arch- 
angels, Raphael, Gabriel, 
Michael, and Uriel. 

The general colour 
scheme is_ rich and 
harmonious, while admit- 
ting the maximum amount 
of light. 

The window took nearly 
two years to make, and the 
cost was £2,715, 
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NOTES & NEWS 


LANSBURY REVISITED 


LANSBURY—Poplar home of the Live 
Architecture Exhibition organised by the 
Festival of Britain—has now been visited 
by 34,000 people which, for a technical 
exhibition, must be reckoned a notable 
achievement. As such it justifies the 
imagination displayed by the authorities 
and in particular by the Advisory Council 
for Architecture, ‘Town Planning and 
Research which, under its indefatigable 
chairman, Howard V. Lobb, has carried 
the scheme through. 


Lansbury, unlike the normal, is not a 
static exhibition. In the words of an 
early advertisement for a particular brand 
of bookcase it is always complete but never 
finished ; the research and town planning 
pavilions provide a graphic, theoretic 
picture of our construction and planning 
problems whose-lessons may be seen in 
practical form in the buildings ezected or 
in course of construction round the site. 
Some of these structures are already 
virtually complete (they include Yorke, 
Rosenberg and Mardall’s_ school; the 
distinguished Congregational church and 
hall by Handisyde and Stark ; and Frede- 
rick Gibberd’s imaginative and delightful 
L.C.C’s 

ousing work) but others are at various 
stages of progress and thus offer a fascin- 
lating visual demonstration of current 
building methods. 


4 SUGGESTION TO BUILDERS 


THIS DISPLAY at Poplar should be still 
more widely known. With the holidays 


Mshortly due, it is expected that many 


schools and technical colleges will take 
he opportunity of organising visits by 
patties of students. We should like to 
eel that the building industry itself is 
aking this unique chance of letting its 
younger members and apprentices see a 
ride variety of contemporary architecture 
pnd buildings, using modern methods. 
e are told that the Festival authorities 
pre prepared to make generous admission 
oncessions to such parties, and appli- 
tions for these should go to Mr. Williams 
pt the Live Architecture Exhibition, East 
ndia Dock Road, E. (Tel. : East 4444). 
uides would be provided, and there is 
uch to be said for obtaining the cata- 
logues beforehand, so that one may know 
what to look for. 


Here would seem to be a matter in 
Which the London Master Builders’ 
Association could profitably advise their 

embers to arrange parties of apprentices 

d older employees too, from various 

ondon jobs. There are inspirational 

d technical values in the exhibition 
hich should not be missed. 


HOUSES IN THE TOWN” 


Despite the Live Architecture Ex- 
uibition at Poplar and the volume of 
bublicity which the New Towns have 
eceived from time to time since the end of 
ne war, there is still a considerable lack 
f knowledge among the public generally 
n the fundamental principles of town 
lanning, and -all measures which may 
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THE “ HOUSE OF TIME” recently completed at Bienne, Switzerland, to serve as head- 

quarters of The Watchmakers of Switzerland. The architects were Robert and Hans Saager. 

Features of the building are the large clock (left) and a mural of carved stucco and semi- 

tempera by Ferdinand Maire, with a panel 164 ft. by 10 ft. depicting the history of time 
recording. 





help to remedy this deficiency should be 
encouraged. 

The new 18-minute film entitled, 
** Houses in the Town,” which has been 
produced by the Crown Film Unit for. 
the Central Office of Information, should 
be a valuable contribution in this direction. 
It describes simply and effectively the 
advantages and disadvantages of various 
patterns of housing development in urban 
areas. The script and scenario were 
prepared by the Crown Film Unit in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health 
(at that time responsible for housing), 
Professor W. G. Holford, F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I.; Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I.; and Mr, Robert 
Matthew, A.R.I.B.A. These three archi- 
tects also make a personal appearance in 
the film. 


The opening sequences show the extent 
and variety of types of building which are 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JULY 17 

BUILDING ALLIANCE GOLFING SociEry.—Summer 
meeting for the “‘ Bunter ” Griffith Memorial Trophy. 
Moor Park Golf Club. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon to be 
followed by “Brains Trust.” erry Tom’s 
Restaurant, Kensington High-street, W.8. 1 p.m. 


R.1.B.A.—Cricket match v. Vitruvians. A.A. ground, 
Elstree, 2 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JULY 19 


NORTHERN POLYTECHNIC.—Exhibition of the work of 
the students of the Schools of Architecture and Interior 
Decoration. Northern Polytechnic, Holloway, N.7 


5.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JULY 20 
A.A.—Week-end visit to Norwich. Depart from 
Liverpoel-street station. 6.40 p.m. Returning July 22. 
SUNDAY, JULY 22 


N.F.B.T.E. XI v. Vitruvians Cricket XI. Blue Circle 
, Snaresbrook, Essex, 12 noon. 


now being provided throughout the 
country and stress the importance of 
getting away from the drabness of long 
streets of semi-detached hcuses and the 
grim and barrack-like monotony of closely 
spaced blocks of flats that were so typical 
of inter-war housing developments. Sub- 
sequent sequences illustrate the fresh 
thought that is being applied to these 
problems. 


Professor Holford explains the theory 
of compactness and variety in new develop- 
ment, and Mr. Gibberd tells how tradi- 
tional character and atmosphere can be 
recaptured in new work, and expresses 
the ideas which were in his mind and the 
problems he had to face in designing a 
recent scheme in a densely populated 
quarter of the Borough of Hackney. 
The sequence shows by models and views 
of the completed scheme how character 
with compactness, variety of outline and 
appearance with varying accommodation, 
have been achieved by reintroducing the 
square and by combining flats with houses 
and bungalows. 


To extend these principles to a wider 
sphere the film ends with a description by 
Mr. Matthew of the Lansbury neighbour- 
hood. 


EXPLAINING ARCHI TECTURE 


THE NorTHANTsS BRANCH of the North- 
ants, Beds and Hunts. Association of 
Architects are to hold an Architectural 
Exhibition to commemorate Festival Year. 
The exhibition, which it is proposed to 
hold in the County Hall, Northampton, 
will be designed to give the “ man-in-the- 
street’ a more comprehensive idea of an 
architect’s profession and of his service 
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to the community. This is not: merely 
an exhibition of drawings. The theme 
is to indicate to the layman the successive 
stages of an architect’s work from the 
commencement to the completion of a 
building and also to show the various 
materials used in construction. 

The exhibition will be open from 
August 4-18, excluding Bank Holiday 
Monday. ; 


EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHY 


EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN that it is 
advisable nowadays when one learns that 
the pleasure of one’s company is requested 
at an exhibition of work, to inquire what 
kind of work is being displayed. If it 
is another of those far too numerous 
exhibitions of modern art, one knows 
exactly what to do. But if, by chance, it is 
a display of photographic work, one may 
reasonably anticipate the visit hopefully, 
for photography has so far managed to 
keep its feet more securely on the ground, 
so to speak, 

The soundness of this attitude was 
proved by the exhibition of work by 
students of the Polytechnic School of 
Photography, Regent-street, which opened 
on July 6. This exhibition, which was 
opened by Mr. John N. Summerson, B.A. 
(Arch.), A.R.I.B.A., covered work grouped 
into four sections, architecture; commer- 
cial, portraiture and fashion. In each 
section the work shown was of exceedingly 
good quality. 

Exhibits in the architectural section 
were judged by Herbert Felton, A. F. 
Kersting, and Sidney W. Newbery. Photo- 
graphs of ecclesiastical buildings, many of 
which, of course, make excellent subjects, 
seemed to predominate, although a variety 
of different types of buildings were 
featured with admirable effect. The 
leanness of recent architecture must have 
deterred most of the students, for only 
a very few examples were to be seen. 


Those whose work the judges selected 
as being of particular merit have good 
reason to be proud of their success ; 
the others, however, were but a hair’s 
breadth behind. 


LLOYD’S NEW BUILDING 


Mr. T. E. Heysuam, F.R.I.B.A., has 
been appointed architect for the new 
Lloyd’s building in the City, on which 
work is expected to begin within a 
month. It has now been announced that 
town planning permission and a building 
licence have been obtained for what will be 
one of the biggest office buildings in the 
City. The plans and a model of the new 
building were recently exhibited to mem- 
bers in the library of Lloyd’s. 

It is expected that the building will 
take about three to four years to complete. 
The new premises will have their largest 
frontage on Fenchurch-avenue, but the 
main entrance will be in Lime-street ; 
and they will be connected with Lloyd’s 
existing building by a bridge over Lime- 
street. 

The granting of a building. licence for 
such a large building at a time when the 
Chancellor is anxious to cut down rather 
than increase capital investment is regarded 
as a tribute to the high place which Lloyd’s 





THE BUILDER 





occupies among dollar and other foreign 
earners. 


Mr. Heysham succeeds to the practice 
of Sir Edwin Cooper, who was the architect 
for Lloyd’s present building. The main 
contractors will be John Mowlem and Co., 
Ltd. 


EXHIBITION OF STUDENTS’ WORK 


LIKE ANOTHER EXHIBITION which has 
figured in these columns recently, that 
now. being held at the Brixton School’s 
Department of Architecture, Horsford- 
road, S.W.2, was not quite ready on its 
scheduled opening day. It is a_ festival 
exhibition of. students’ work which has 
been organised by the Department in 
conjunction with the International Con- 
gress of the Architectural Students’ Asso- 
ciation, and it opened on July 10. From 
the work which was up on display, the 
exhibition promised to be of considerable 
interest, and included a number of fine 
architectural photographs as well as some 
excellent design studies and sketches more 
usually expected in such an exhibition. 
The exhibits themselves are the works 
of students from the Brixton School and 
also Continental schools of architecture 
and they will be on view on weekdays 
until July 20, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


PLAN FOR SINGAPORE 


Str GEORGE, PEPLER, who was recently 
appointed’ by the Colonial Government 
of Singapore to act as planning consultant 
on the preparation of a town plan for the 
city, will leave by air for Singapore on 
July 24. He is working in conjunction 
with the Singapore Improvement Trust. 
Sir George intends to go on to Australia 
to inspect the School of Planning at 
Sydney University, and to attend a 
planning Conference at Canberra. He 
expects to return to this country in mid- 
September. 


DORSET COUNTY ARCHITECT 


. APPLICATIONS are invited for the 
appointment of County Architect at a 
salary of £2,000-£2,250 per annum. 
Details advertised elsewhere in this issue. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. FRY, DREW AND PARTNERS and MEssRs. 
DRAKE AND LASDUN announce that they have amal- 
gamated as from May 1 last, and have taken two further 
junior partners, K S. KNIGHT, A.R.I.B.A., and 
ALEXANDER REDOUSS, A.R.I.B.A. The ‘firm, to be 
known in future as Fry, Drew, DRAKE and LASDUN, 
will practise from 63, Gloucester-place, London, W.1. 
(Welbeck 3318 ana 9878), the junior ‘io in the 
= .GREENWELL, A. 
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The Northern Ireland 
Housing Medal which 
is being awarded this 
year for the first time. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
HOUSING 


Award of Medals 


Mr. T. F. O. RippincHam, A.R.I.B.A,, 
has been awarded the Northern Ireland 
Housing Medal for the Most Meritorious 
Scheme in respect of 924 houses at 
Cregagh on behalf of the Northern Ireland 
Housing ‘Trust. The award for the 
Most Meritorious Scheme by a Private 
Developer was given to Mr. L. C. Powell, 
F.R.I.B.A., in respect of 20 houses at 
Mt. Merrion-avenue, Belfast, on behalf of- 
the Douglas Haig Memorial Homes Trust. 

-A special award was made for A 
Meritorious Scheme of an Urban Charac- 
ter to Mr. R. S. Wilshere, F.R.1.B.A., 
F.R.I.C.S., in respect of a scheme of 
60 houses at Edenvale, 
Belfast, on behalf of the Belfast Corpora- 
tion: The Cregagh scheme had “ swal- 
lowed up” the premier urban award, 
but the Awards Committee felt that Mr. 
Wilshere’s scheme was so good as to 
deserve a medal. The Awards Committee 
did not, however, think that a sufficiently 
meritorious scheme of a rural character to 
earn an award had been submitted. 

The Awards Committee comprised 
Messrs. R. H. Gibson (chairman), A. G. 
Jury (R.I.B.A. nominee), J. M. Aitken 
(Minister’s nominee), A. Lucy (R.S.U.A. 
nominee), the Countess of Antrim (Minis- 
ter’s nominee), Mr. W. McCullough (repre- 
senting the Municipal Associations), and 
Mr. D. G. Wilson (representing the Rural 
Associations). 

The design of the medal was a joint 
effort by Mr. ‘James Warwick, of Rother- 
ham, and the staff of the Chief Architect 
to the Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Health, and Local Government, Mr. 
J. M. Aitken, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, Fuly 12, 1851 

Tue New House or Commons.—On 
Monday, Sir D. Norreys moved the follow- 
ing resolution :—‘‘ That the. architect of 
the New Palace at ‘ Westminster be 
requested to lay before the House forth- 
with a report in detail on the manner in 
which he would recommend that the 
interior decorations of the New House of 
Commons, and of the. halls and rooms 
connected with it, should be completed 
and that he be directed to prepare his 
plans with due attention to the style of 
decoration usually adopted at the period 
to which the general architectural character 
of the New Palace is referrible.” 


Belmont-road, | 
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PLANNING PROBLEMS OF KUWAIT 


-A State in the Persian Gulf Enjoying Newly Found 
Prosperity from Oil Royalties 


Ke UWATT, a small Arab state at the north- 
west head of the Persian Gulf, for the 
ruler of which, as announced in a recent 
issue, MEssRS. MINOPRIO and SPENCELY, 
FF.R.I.B.A., AA.M.T.P.1., and P. 
MACFARLANE, F.R.I.C.S., M.T.P.I., have been 
appointed planning consultants, is bounded 
on the north by Irak. and on the south by 
Saudi Arabia. Persia lies just over the border 
from Irak, separated by the Shatt-al-Arab 
river, and is some 50 miles from Kuwait. 


The population of the state numbers about 
150,000, mainly concentrated in the town of 
Kuwait. There are a few small settlements, 
principally along the coast, which have 
developed round wells, and the new oil town 
of Ahmadi, built by the Kuwait Oil Com- 
pany, lies some 25 miles south of Kuwait. 
The rémainder of the territory is waterless 
desert, though possessed of great oil 
resources, which already make it the third 
most important oil producer in the Middle 
East. 


The deadlock in the dispute between the 
Persian Government and the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Co. over the Persian Government’s 
action in proclaiming the virtual expropria- 
tion of the company’s oil wells and refiner- 
ies at Abadan has served to emphasise the 
importance of the Kuwait oil wells, which 
will be called upon to produce even greater 
quantities of oil if the Abadan ‘refinery is 
closed down.’ 


Kuwait town is one of the best ports on 
the. Persian Gulf, situated as it is in a 
sheltered bay. It is a traditional trading 
centre for surrounding countries, particularly 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait is famous for the 
building of Arab dhows, the wood being 
imported from India. Pearl fishing is another 
local industry, but it is not now so pros- 
perous as before the war. 


The town is of comparatively recent 
growth, and has expanded from about 15,000 
persons in 1908 to 120,000 to-day, though a 
settlement existed here some 300 years ago. 
Growth since the war has been particularly 
rapid, following the development after 
1946 of the Kuwait oilfield, which 
has brought great prosperity to the area. 
It is a walled city which has. developed 
laterally along the sea coast for a length 
of about 34 miles, with a depth of rather 
over one mile. Fortunately the protecting 
wall was built to enclose much open land, 
of which a good deal still remains. Outside 
the walls the flat, sandy desert provides all 
the land needed for town expansion. The 
climate is hot, shade temperatures of up to 
120 deg. F. being reached in the summer, 
though temperate for eight months of the 
year. Annual rainfall amounts to only four 
to six inches. 


DIFFICULTIES OF PLANNING 


Preparing a plan for the town presents 
certain unique problems. No accurate plan 
of the city exists and the first step is an 
aerial survey; neither is there any census 
of population or the possibility of taking one. 
There are no building bye-laws, nor any 
system of local taxation, apart from a duty 
of 64+ per cent. on imports. There is no 
public water supply system and water is 
brought by dhow from the Shatt-al-Arab 





river, offloaded to water tanks on the quay, 
and, apart from a few premises which have 
a pumped supply, distributed in goatskin 
containers on donkeys or camels. With the 


W. absence of water there is little vegetation. 


There is no sewerage scheme, and most of 
the town’s roads are unpaved. Few of them 
are wide enough for modern traffic, and up 
till recently the donkey and the camel were 
the traditional modes of transport. 


Most of the buildings are made of roughly 
fashioned sun-dried mud bricks, though rein- 
forced concrete is now being employed on 
important buildings. The prosperity which 
the oil industry has brought to the old Arab 
town has changed conditions almost over- 
night. Now sleek American cars, buses and 
huge ex-Army lorries jostle one another in 
the streets, imposing an almost unbearable 
strain on the present road system. Already 
a number of road improvements have beer 
carried out. Just outside the city walls an 
aerodrome has been laid out, and four- 
engined B.O.A.C. airliners call here on their 
regular weekly London to Bahrein flight. 


NEW BUILDING WORKS 


Garages and motor repair establishments 
are springing up everywhere. In contrast 
to these western innovations, the eastern 
custom of strict purdah is maintained. With 
the greater circulation of wealth there has 
been a rapid increase in the number of 
shops; bazaars are being extended and 
numerous cafés have sprung up around the 
Safat, the great open area in the centre of 
the town on which all roads converge. Many 
more ships are using the harbour, and 
opportunities for employment are attracting 
the nomad Bedouins who are settling outside 
the city walls, building themselves primitive 
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structures out of palm thatching and odd 
pieces of corrugated iron and wood. 


The ruler of the state, who is now receiving 
a very big income ‘from oil royalties, is 
wisely devoting much of this to improving 
conditions in the town. A £2m. plant is 
being installed to distil sea water and provide 
the town with a public water supply. It will 
also provide cheap electricity. A free public 
health service is already in operation. A 
large general hospital and several clinics have 
been erected, as well as old people’s homes. 
A T.B. hospital is in course of construction. 
Some 15 elementary schools have already 
been provided, and a large boarding school 
is being built. New mosques are being built 
and old ones restored. A number of 
important public and local government build- 
ings are contemplated. The harbour front- 
age is being modernised to handle goods 
more expeditiously. 


These development projects, which will no 
doubt be forerunners of many more, and the 
need to anticipate a future population of 
perhaps twice the present figure, make the 
preparation of a simple town plan essential. 
There is also the need to provide for a road 
system capable of handling motor traffic and 
to co-ordinate with it the development and 
expansion of utility services, particularly 
water, electricity and telephone cables, the 
need to redevelop part of the central area 
as shopping, commerce, and warehousing 
expand, to provide adequate open spaces for 
games as the educational system expands and 
to improve the amenities of the town by tree 
planting. 

The plan will not only deal with the town 
of Kuwait and its projected expansion, but 
will touch upon the future development of 
several small settlements along the coast 
which are tending to become residential 
satellites of Kuwait. Their pleasant situation, 
enjoying a -sea breeze off the Persian Gulf, 
and the presence of wells which facilitate 
cultivation and tree growth, will make them 
popular once they are connected up to 
Kuwait by a good road. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


ENGLISH CATHEDRALS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your very kind notice of John 
Harvey English _ Cathedrals, A 
Reader’s Guide, which we publish for the 
National Book League (your issue of 
June 22), concludes by saying that. this 
booklet is obtainable from us. In fact, 
N.B.L. publications should be bought, 
like any other book, from a bookshop. 
Booksellers need all the help they can get 
in these hard times and you may think 
it worth while to publish a correction. 


C. F. EccLesHARE, 


The Cambridge University Press, 
200, Euston-road, N.W.1. 


THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
HOME OWNERSHIP 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The continued housing shortage 
in Great Britain is causing great 
anxiety and distress. It seems that there 
is a considerable body of opinion that 
disagrees with: the Government’s policy 
of concentrating on the provision by local 


authorities of houses for letting. This 
policy obviously deprives large numbers of 
persons of the opportunity of purchasing 
a modern house for their own occupation. 
Meanwhile, the number of houses in 
municipal ownership is ever increasing. 
As your readers probably know, the 
present National Government in New 
Zealand, under the leadership of Mr. 
Holland, the Prime Minister, has aban- 
doned the policy of the previous Labour 
Government whereby houses were con- 
structed by the Government itself at very 
high costs (details never publicly revealed) 
and let to the favoured few. The prin- 
cipal features of the new policy are the 
encouragement of conditions that will 
enable people to provide houses for them- 
selves, the increase of building resources 
of materials and labour, and the provision 
of adequate finance for private home 
builders and local organisations concerned 
with housing needs. 
Joun G. Martin, 
M.B.E., Hon.A.T.P.I. 
(General Secretary of the 
National Housing and Town 
Planning Council, 1926-47) 
55, Pied du Cotil, 
Mont Cochon, Jersey. 
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF NORTH AFRICA 


Mr. Kidder Smith’s Lecture 


MEETING of the Architectural Associa- 
tion was held at 36, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, on July 5. The president, Mr. 
Anthony M. Chitty, F.R.I.B.A., was in the 
chair, and after the conclusion of the formal 
business a lecture was delivered by Mr. 
G. E. Kidder Smith on the architecture of 
North Africa. It was a case of visual 
entertainment and education, for the lecture 
consisted of an exhibition of about 60 lantern 
slides with a little explanatory comment. 


THE PRESIDENT, introducing the, lecturer 
to the meeting, said that Mr. Kidder Smith 
was a member of the American Institute 
of Architects and the only architect to win 
the Guggenheim Fellowship. 


Mr. Kipper SMITH said the indigenous 
people of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 
were Berbers. They had still in many cases, 
especially in the mountainous districts of 
Morocco, their own language, customs and 
architecture. They did not assimilate with 
the Arabs. Most of Barbary had been 
Roman until the coming of the Arabs, who 
had ruled from the eighth to the fifteenth 
century. Morocco, the most westerly part 
of Barbary, was a country not quite as large 
as France: it was that part of North Africa 
which was nearest to Europe, but as regards 
architecture and customs it was the most 
Oriental and the wildest. It contained the 
highest mountains and was the least explored. 
It was only in the last fifteen or sixteen years 
that the French had been in complete con- 
trol, and even to-day you needed a military 
permit if you were to go across certain 
sections of the Atlas Mountains. 


In the cities the French had ‘kept intact 
the native quarters, laying out beside them 
modern cities more or less gridiron planned. 
In the old towns the streets were narrow 
and tortuous; an Arab reason for this was 
that the evil eye could not see around 
corners. 


Showing his slides, the lecturer said that 
Fez had reached its peak in the fourteenth 
century. Fifty years ago it had been more 
or less a dead city, but now, under the 
French protectorate, it had 20,000 people. 
There was a wonderful use of faience for 
the decoration of buildings (as shown in the 
slide) throughout the whole area. Rabat, 
on the coast east of Fez, had a gate built 
by Jakoub the Victorious, a great conqueror 
and builder. When 80 years old he had 
checked the Christian reconquest of Spain. 
He was mainly known now for three lovely 
minarets; one of these was part of the 
largest mosque in North Africa, which was 
still unfinished when Jakoub died. It had 
remained so, and about 25 years ago much 
that had been built was shaken down by 
an earthquake. But the beautiful minaret 
was still there. 


Wonderful Marrakesh 


Marrakesh was the most wonderful and 
fascinating of Moroccan cities. It lay inland 
at the foot of the Atlas Mountains and was 
the farthest south of the large cities, Its 
situation on the road from the Sahara to 
the sea made it of military importance. It 
tiad been founded in the eleventh century. 
He had bought there some Berber rugs, 
hand-made, on which he stood ankle-deep in 
the wool. For these he had paid about £3 


to Architectural Association 


a sq. yd.; in America he would have paid 
as much for ordinary machine-made carpet. 

The minaret at Kiritoubiya was the most 
famous of all those that Jakoub had built. 
It was about 220 ft. high, was decorated 
with the blue faience already spoken of 
and had three golden balls on top. The 
Dades valley lay between the Atlas and 
the Anti-Atlas Mountains. A river flowed 
through it during about half the year, the 
rest of the year the stream dried up. The 
architecture here might be called lunar archi- 
tecture. The valley had strategic importance 
because caravans from the western Sahara 
had to pass through it on their way to 
Marrakesh, and for this reason a series of 
fortified castles and towns had been built; 
but because of lack of other material these 
fortifications were built of baked earth. The 
only similar architecture was in Saudi- 
Arabia. The six-storey sky-scrapers were 
unbelievably built without lime or cement 
and with no large structural members. A 
few broken-down palm trees, clay, straw 
binder and pebble aggregate were used for 
the outside walls; inside the walls were of 
unbaked brick. 


Defence was the main consideration, so 
the higher the building the better. The walls 
were built in sections. A framework roughly 
3 ft. by 5 ft. was made, and held at the 
corners by spreaders. Clay and aggregate 
were put in to dry, and when these were 
dry the spreaders were taken out. Tinerhir, 
at the head of the Dades valley, situated 
in one of the largest oases in the area, was 
a wonderful place, especially so in the morn- 
ing, when the sun was low and the mist 
hung over the oasis. The French had made 
a series of comfortable inns scattered in the 
strategic places throughout this area. 


Two views were shown of the castle in 
which lived the Pasha of Marra-in- 
Tinerhir. 


Roman Cities in Algeria 


Algeria, said the lecturer, was different 
from Morocco. It was five times as large, 
but had fewer people. Geographically it 
consisted of a range of mountains along the 
coast, behind which stretched flat country 
merging into the Sahara. The French had 
been in Algeria for 120 years, and_ the 
country was now politically part of France. 
It was more settled than Morocco. At 
Djemila the Romans had had a wonderful 
city in the mountains, put there to command 
the approaches from the Sahara to the Medi- 
terranean. The remains were impressive 
even to-day, and included the arch of 
Caracalla, built A.D. 216. There were other 
relics of Roman times. Timgad had been 
ransacked by Berbers and was a sort of 
graveyard, with its broken columns rising 
all over the place. Here was Trajan’s arch, 
the best-known arch in all North Africa. 

It was a problem how the building had 
been done, but it was to be remembered 
that in Roman times the whole area was 
fairly well wooded: it was since the trees 
had been cut down that the country had 
become arid and uninhabitable. Neverthe- 
less, the size of the ruins was cause for 
wonder. At the back of the capitoline 
temple there were the remains of a Roman 
amphitheatre able to hold 4,000 people. 
This had been largely demolished in the 
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fifteenth century when an attempt was made 
to erect a fort against Berbers coming from 
the Haures Mountains, which rise directly 
behind. These mountains harboured an 
extraordinary variety of native towns and 
villages. Wherever there was a river or a 
sufficient number of wells to form an oasis 
you had such a town or village: Baninane 
was one of the most interesting of these 
towns. It was built on one side of a gully 
going down to a river. The walls were 
made by putting up trunks of palm trees, 
placing branches on top of the trunks, 
topping the whole with mud and packing it 
down. Balconies built at each, storey were 
used for drying dates, as were also the flat 
roofs. 


At this point Mr. Kidder Smith was inter- 
rupted bya question as to whether these 
people had roof gardens. He replied that 
he had never seen any. The roofs were 
made of branches and mud packed down. 
After rain they had to be patched up. El 
Kantara was Arabic for “the gateway.” It 
was the gateway to the Sahara, and here 
there was another type of architecture—dried 
mud with the use of stone for domes to 
span distances. This was 300 or 400 miles 
from the Mediterranean. All through the 
flat country there were date gardens. 


Coming to Tunisia, the lecturer said this . 


country was smaller, tamer and more inti- 
mate than Algeria and Morocco. The 
French had been there about 70 years. Lack 
of wood had encouraged the use of arch, 
vault and dome. Near Bahdia about 30 
years ago some sponge fishermen walking 
along the bottom of the sea had found a 
Roman ship containing magnificent bronzes 
and statues. : 


Tunisian Mosques 


Mr. Kidder Smith showed slides of various 
Roman remains, including those of the 
largest amphitheatre built ‘by them in that 
part of their empire. Kairousan, one of the 
four great cities of Islam, had a mosque 
built in the eighth and ninth centuries. It 
was of the regular plan with a prayer room 
on one side of the courtyard and a minaret 
on the other. It had a wonderful roof con- 
struction and melon domes. There were 
other mosques in Kairousan which archi- 
tecturally were even more interesting. In 
one of these we began to see a sculptural 
quality with geometric. shapes and forms. 
The mosques were whitewashed once a year. 
The glow of the whitewash and the shadows 
fitted into the landscape. 


A question was here asked whether the 
mosques were all built in unburned brick. 
The lecturer said he did not know, but he 
imagined the brick would be unburned 
because of the fuel problem. From. the 
structural point of view the bricks might 
be unburned. In Luxor a new viliage was 
now being built of sun-dried brick exactly 
as seen in the hieroglyphs. 


Contrasting with the architecture he had 
shown, Mr. Kidder Smith concluded his 
lecture with slides showing schools and other 
modern buildings by the French. Some of 
these showed the brise-soleil made popular 
by Le Corbusier for Algiers. The ancient 
builders had not used any such device. Some 
buildings «were interesting because of an 
attempt to use native workmen and materials 
to meet present-day concepts and planning 
needs. In the last few slides there was 
shown the cemetery in ‘which were buried 
the French soldiers who had died during 
the war. 
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Mr. J. M. RICHARDS, proposing a vote 
of thanks to the lecturer, said that Mr. 
Kidder Smith did not set up as an authority 
on the architecture of North Africa, but he 
had collected a tremendous amount of 
accurate technical knowledge about the 
things of which he had shown slides. He 
(Mr. Richards) hag two questions to ask. 
The first was about the trick they had, 
especially in Morocco, of battering the walls 
very slightly towards the top. Was this 
necessary because of the method of building, 
or was the intention entirely an aesthetic 
one? His other question was about the use 
of whitewash. This was very characteristic 
and was poetically beautiful on the archi- 
tecture of Tunisia. Why was it so much 
more used there than elsewhere in North 
Africa? Was it a matter of local custom, 
technique or what? The lecture had been 


made very remarkable by the quality of (F 


the coloured photographs. This was the 
first time he had seen coloured photographs 
which were works of art in themselves and 
obviously had the colour values right. 


Dr. R. E. M. WHEELER (secretary of the 
British Academy), seconding the resolution 
for the vote of thanks, said that never before 
in his life had he seen a series of photo- 
graphs of such uniformly~+high dramatic 
quality as had been shown on this occasion. 
He had been more at home in those parts 
of the lecture dealing with Tunisia than in 
those dealing with Morocco and Algeria. 
He had entered Kairousan at the head of 
an armoured brigade. He was sorry Mr. 
Kidder Smith had not taken his camera 
inside the mosque and photographed the 
coloured rugs on the floor and the painted 
woodwork which was one of the glories 
of the building. 


Replying, the lecturer said that the batter 
at the top of the minarets and other tall 
buildings was a necessity of the form. One 
of the fascinating towns in Algeria was 
Koutoubiya. It. was built on top of a hill 
and had a superb minaret of most elegant 
shape. The buildings most largely white- 
washed in Tunisia were the mosques. He 
did not know why whitewash was not used 
so much in Algeria and Morocco. 


“ Entrancing ” Pictures 

Mr. YERBURY said he had been entranced 
by the lovely pictures. Anyone who had 
tried colour photography at all knew that 
the technique was different from that of 
black and white. Every picture shown had 
been a perfect example of composition and 
balance. 


Mr. Kipper SmiTH said the fewer the 
colours in photography the better. 


Another speaker said he had been struck 
by the extraordinarily powerful shadows and 
the lowness of the sun in the photographs. 
In places like India it was no good taking 
photographs in the middle of the day when 
the sun was high overhead. 


The lecturer said he did not agree about 
the midday sun. Even when the sun was 
almost vertically overhead you could get 
one side of a wall in shadow. 


A question was asked whether wooden 
members were used inside the five- and six- 
storey buildings. Mr. Kidder Smith replied 
that the buildings had a wooden framework 
covered with daub. 

The president, closing the meeting, said 
it was obvious what an immense distance 
Mr. Kidder Smith had travelled. The vote 
of thanks was heartily accorded. 
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SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 


Notes from Council Minutes 
A meeting of the Council of the Royal 


Institute of British Architects was held on . 


June 19, from the minutes of which we 
print the following extracts:— 


APPOINTMENTS 

R.1.B.A. Representative on Faculty of 
Architecture of University of Wales: Mr. 
Norman P. Thomas (A) in place of Mr. 
C. F. Bates (F). 

Ri.B.A. Representative. on Court of 
University of Sheffield : Mr. Robert Cawk- 
well (F), president, Sheffield, South York- 
shire and District Society of Architects and 
Surveyors, in place of Mr. H. B. S. Gibbs 


Town Planning Institute: Rees Jeffreys 
Triennial Lectures: R.I:B.A. representative 
on Advisory Committee. Mr. H._ T. 
Cadbury-Brown (A). 

‘ B.S. Committee SFE/14/5—Methods of 
Test for Heat Insulation: R.1.B.A. Repre- 
sentatives : Mr. E. S. Ambrose (F), Mr. 
George Fairweather (F) and Mr. D. E. 
Nightingale (F). 

Public Relations in the Areas of Allied 
Societies : On the recommendation of the 
Public Relations Committee, the council 
approved a proposal originated by the Allied 
Societies’ Conference that a meeting should 
be devoted to the discussion of the place 
of public relations in the activities of 
Allied Societies. Arrangements are 
accordingly being made for a meeting to 
be held on the afternoon of November 7, 
next, at the R.I.B.A. for this purpose. The 
Allied Societies’ Conference is to be held 
on November 6, the joint meeting of the 
conference and R.I.B.A. Council on. the 
morning of November 7. 

Value of Work which may be Tendered 
for without Quantities: The Council noted 
with satisfaction that the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers have 
agreed to increase the limit in value of work 
which may be tendered for without quantities 
from £1,500 to £3,000. The council also 
recalled that in the negotiations leading up 
to this decision the R.I.B.A. had undertaken 
on behalf of its'\members to co-operate in 
and support the revised rule and to deprecate 
strongly any attempt to evade the new limit. 

Builders’ Tenders: The Council considered 
the report of the Joint Consultative Com- 
mittee of Architects and Builders on the 
submission of “complimentary ” tenders by 
builders who had no intention of competing 
for a contract. The problem of insuffici- 
ent time being given by architects to builders 
to prepare priced bills was also considered. 
The council approved the recommendation 
of the joint committee that members should 
be urged to send out preliminary enquiries 
to their selected builders at an early stage 
asking if they wished to tender for a particu- 
lar contract. Members should also make 
it clear in so doing that if the builder 
declines for good and sufficient reasons it 
will not prejudice his chances in future. 

On their part, the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers have under- 
taken to discourage the practice of sub- 
mitting ‘“ complimentary” tenders. 

The Wessex Society of Architects: The 
council approved a scheme for the re- 
organisation of the Wessex Society of 
Architects and its three constituent societies 
which involves the revision of the rules of 
each society, The revised rules of each 
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society were formally approved and the 
Wilts and Dorset Society of Architects was 
admitted as an Allied Society under the 
provisions of Bye-law 70. 

The titles of the Societies concerned will 
in future be:—The Wessex Federal Society 
of Architects:; The Bristol and Somerset 
Society of Architects ; The Gloucestershire 
Architectural Association; and The Wilts 
and Dorset Society of Architects. 

Applications for Reinstatement: The 
following applications were. approved:— 
As Associates, W. J. T. Godwin, T. M. 
Jones; as Licentiates, F. R. A. Conway, 
J. Hutchon. 


Intermediate Examination 
THE R.I.B.A. INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 
was held in London, Plymouth, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Leeds, Newcastle, Edinburgh 
and Belfast from May 4 to 10 last. Of the 
823 candidates examined, 296 passed and 527 
were relegated. 


Examination for Building Surveyors 

THe R.I.B.A. examination for building 
surveyors under local authorities has now 
been recognised by the Local Government 
Examinations Board and the National Joint 
Council for promotion purposes. The 
R.I.B.A. Board of Architectural Education 
states that preparation based upon the 
examination syllabus and the examination 
itself provide an excellent basic qualifica- 
tion for any surveyor who is engaged in 
checking the constructional design of build- 
ings, or whose duty it is to supervise their 
erection. 

The attention of those already engaged 
in or who contemplate taking up such duties 
under local authorities is called in particular 
to the advantages to be gained by obtain- 
ing the certificate of competency to act as 
a building surveyor awarded by the R.I.B.A. 
as the result of success in this examination. 

The examination is held twice yearly, 
generally in April and October. Applica- 
tions have to be submitted to the R.LB.A. 
about six weeks before the opening day of 
the examination. Forms of application may 
be obtained, free, from the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
Copies of past examination questions are on 
sale at a charge of 1s. a set. The next 
examination will be held on October 3, 4 
and 5, 1951, and application forms must be 
submitted before August 17. 


ARCHITECTS IN SCOTLAND 
Election of Office Bearers 


THE FOLLOWING OFFICE-BEARERS, etc., of 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland have been elected for the ensuing 
session :— 

President: Mr. Alexander Cullen, O.B.E., 
T.D. FRIBA., FRIAS, F.R.LCS., 
M.T.P.I., of Inverness. 

Past-president: Mr. Lockhart W. Hutson, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LA.S., of Hamilton. — 
Vice-presidents: Aberdeen, Leo Durnin, A.R.I.B.A.; 
Dundee, A. C. Barrie, L.R.I.B.A.; Edinburgh, W. H. 
Kininmonth, A.R.S.A., F.R.1.B.A.; Glasgow, E. G. 
Wylie, C.B.E., F.R.LB:A.; Inverness, R. Carruthers- 
Ballantyne, F.R.I.B.A.; Stirling, L. C. Blakey, F.R.LA.S. 
Chapter Representatives: Aberdeen, John Maclennan, 
A.R.LB.A., and J. G. Marr, F.R.I.B.A,; Dundee, John 
Needham, F.R.1.B.A., Graham C. Young, F.R.1.B.A., 
and T. Lindsay Gray, F.R.I.A.S.; Edinburgh, I. V. G. H. 
Warner, L.R.L.B.A., W, I. Thomson, F.R.I.B.A., A. G- 
Forgie, A.R.ILB.A., Frank ‘Wood, F.R.LB.A., Harry 
Hubbard, A.R.I.B.A., Geo. H. Lawrence, A.R.LB.A., 
and Miss A. M. Bayne, A.R.IL.B.A.; Glasgow, Prof. W. J, 
Smith, F.R.I.B.A., John Watson, F.R.LB.A., A. N. 
Malcolm, F.R.1.B.A., J. A. Coia, F.R.I.BA.. D. R- 
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Smith, A.R.LB.A., Wm. McCrea, F.R.1.B.A., and 
W. A. P. Jack, A.R.L.B.A.; Inverness, W. W. Mitchell, 
F.R.LA.S.; Stirling, Gordon B. Biggar, A.R.I.B.A. 
“ Incorporation Representatives: T. §. Cordiner, 
F.R.LB.A., Glasgow, T. Waller Marwick, F.R.1.B.A., 
Edinburgh, and John. McNab, L.R.LB.A., Glasgow. 
Convener of Practice Committee.—T. Waller Marwick, 
F.R.LB.A., Edinburgh. 
Convener of Education Committee—Wm. McCrea, 
F.R.LB.A., Glasgow. 


ESSEX, CAMBRIDGE AND HERTS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
Visit to Hemel Hempstead 


On JuNE 16 members of the Hertford- 
shire Chapter of the Essex, Cambridge and 
Herts Society of Architects visited the New 
Town at Hemel Hempstead. Mr. H. Kellet 
Ablett, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., Chief Archi- 
tect of the Development Corporation, was 
present, and visitors were shown the residen- 
tial and industrial sections of the work. The 
Herts Chapter were joined by members of 
the Bucks Society and a very pleasant and 
instructive afternoon was spent by all. 


INSTITUTE OF 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
Annual Meeting 


THE TENTH annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was held on 
June 23 last, at Caxton Hall, Westminster. 
In his presidential address, Mr. JOHN GREGG, 
F.1.Q.S., M.I.0.B., referred to the continued 
progress of the Institute and the steady 
increase in membership, particularly in the 
student grade. 

The examination entries this year indicated 
a record and such as to warrant the holding 
of the examinations at six centres in Great 
Britain and several centres overseas. 

During the meeting the following were 
elected—President: John Gregg; Vice-Presi- 
dents: H. V. Mace, B. Foster, S. W. Spencer, 
F. Illidge; Members of Council: J. Babbs, J. 
Youdan Briggs, H. T. Burke, E. G. Cornish, 
F. Horsfall, J. Lester, W. J. Martin, H. 
Mottram, J. Saxon, C. E. Smart, F. Biscoe 
Taylor, R. D. Wood. 

Branch Representatives in Council: R. K. 
Crouch, R. B. Shaw, F. Smith, N. G. Shears, 
G. T. West. 


MANUFACTURING BRICKS 
New Research Laboratories 


‘THE LONDON BRICK COMPANY has 

recently completed new _ research 
laboratories at Stewartby, to take the place 
of those erected in 1928, which are now 
too small for a greatly expanded research 
programme which was put in hand after 
the war. 

Broadly, the objects of the company’s 
research are twofold. In the first place, -the 
aim is to achieve a greater uniformity in 
the quality of the bricks and other products, 
and so to improve their properties and to 
reduce the cost of manufacture. In the 
second place, the work is aimed to meet the 
growing demand of the contemporary archi- 
tect and engineer for new building materials 
having specialised properties. To fulfil these 
broad objectives, the activities of the depart- 
ment fall naturally into six separate sections, 
_ although all are, of necessity, closely inte- 
-grated. They are as follows:— 

(1) Studies of raw material. Fundamental 
research into the nature of clay minerals. 

(2) Studies of brickmaking plant; (3) 
Studies of drying and firing; (4) The pro- 
perties of existing products; (5) Development 
of new products; and (6) General scientific 
services. 

The architect for the new research build- 
ings was-Mr. C. C. Handisyde, A.R.I.B.A. 
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R.LC.S. ANNUAL DINNER 


Mr. Gaitskell on Surveyors 


(VER seven hundred members and guests 

were present at the Dorchester Hotel 
on July 5 on the occasion of the annual 
dinner of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, when Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, was the principal 
guest. The dinner was one of the principal 
events of the Institution’s Summer Meeting, 
which, on account of the Festival of Britain, 
it had decided to hold in London this year. 


The meeting was attended by chartered 
surveyors from: all parts of the United 
Kingdom and from overseas, and was mainly 
social in character. It opened on July 4 
with an: evening reception in Guildhall, 
attended by the Lord Mayor of London 
and other guests. The next morning a paper 
on “The Antecedents of the Festival of 
Britain: 1751-1951” was given by Professor 
A. E. Richardson, R.A., F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
and in the afternoon members visited the 
South Bank Exhibition and were later enter- 
tained to tea at County Hall by the chair- 
man and members of the London County 
Council.’ The meeting concluded on July 6 
with visits to Greenwich, Windsor or the 
Houses of Parliament, followed by a supper 
dance. 


Speeches at the annual dinner were in a 
lighthearted vein. Mr. GAITSKELL, who 
proposed the toast of “The Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors,” said he was 
surprised that, after the Budget, anyone 
should invite the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. After being called a “ blood- 
sucker,” he did not feel he deserved their 
excellent dinner; but surveyors, he thought, 
had rather close affinity with bloodsuckers, 
since they had been associated with tax- 
gatherers from the earliest times. Indeed, 
the purpose of the Doomsday Book was 
just tax-gathering, and once again surveyors 
were on the spot to help them. 


Mr. Gaitskell twitted his audience on the 
various ways in which -his Government had 
created the “most extraordinary demand ” 
for surveyors—the. Town and Country 
Planning Act alone must have given them 
full employment for years. 
that they had quite a lot to thank the 
Government for, and he reminded them that 
the Government now employed directly a 
third of all who practised their profession. 


In conclusion, Mr. Gaitskell defined the 
qualities required in a surveyor as great 
technical ability, great power of judgment 
and objectivity. It was a tribute to their 
objectivity that they were equally trusted to 
value a piece of land for the Government 
and also for taxation purposes. 


The president, Mr. J. A. ARNOLD-FoRSTER, 
who was in the chair, responded with a 
witty and urbane speech, in which he said 
that, looking back at this time in 1851, 
he had rather hoped the dinner would 
assume a Victorian character, and consist 
of twelve courses, including massive sirloins, 
but this was not to be. 


Striking a more serious note, Mr. Arnold- 
Forster called attention to the memoranda 
recently produced by the R.L.C.S. on Town 
and Country Planning and Rent Restrictions 
Acts. Those memoranda had been drawn 
up with strict impartiality, and he did hope 
that the Government would pay them the 
attention they deserved. Another memoran- 
dum, on the Agricultural Holdings Act, was 
in course of preparation. 


They must agree. 
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The toast of “ Our Guests ” was proposed 
by Sir Edward Gillett (past-president), and 
was responded to by the Bishop of London. 

Among others present were: The Duke of 
Northumberland, the Earl of Radnor, the 
Earl and Countess of Stradbroke, Lord 
Reith, Sir Donald Fergusson, General Sir 
Daril Watson, General Sir James Steele, Sir 
Thomas Lloyd, Sir Thomas Phillips, Sir 
Harold Emmerson, Sir Thomas Sheepshanks, 
Admiral Sir Howard R. G. Kinahan, Sir 
Howard Roberts, Sir Geoffrey Vickers, V.C., 
Sir William Fitzgerald, Mr. R. A. Butler, 
M.P., the Mayor of Westminster, Mr. J. W. 
Bowen, Mr. W. J. Grimshaw, Lt.-Col. Marcel 
Baudet (president of the Fédération Inter- 
nationale des Géométres) of Switzerland, Mr. 
H. V. Terry, Mr. €. H. Pritchard, Mr. A. O. 
Perkins, Lt.-Col._H. P. Cart de Lafontaine, 
Mr. I. J. Hayward, and M. René Danger 
of France. 


HOUSING AT MITCHAM 
900th Post-War House Built 


"THE ‘Mayor of Mitcham, Alderman C. R. 
Madgwick, J.P., on July 10 officially 
opened the 900th permanent dwelling built 
by the Borough since the start of their post- 
war housing programme. A maisonette, it 
was one of 276 similar dwellings contained 
in the four six-storey blocks which comprise 
the core of the Pollards Hill estate. The 
estate, which is 88 acres in extent, has been 
progressively developed during the past five 
years by the erection of “Arcon” temporary 
bungalows, “Wates” permanent non- 
traditional houses, as well as by multi-storey 
flats and maisonettes. The architects, 
Collcutt and Hamp, F/A.R.1.B.A., have 
arranged the layout of these maisonette 
blocks so that as many as possible can be 
given a south aspect, and the provision of 
in-built balconies aHows for continuity of 
outline. . 

Messrs. Wates, Ltd., are the contractors 
for the whole of the post-war development 
at Pollards Hill. 

In March, 1948, the 250th house completed 
was the subject of a civic function, and the 
past two years have seen the construction of 
650 new dwellings. 

At this recent ceremony the Mayor and 
Mr. R. W. Wates, J.P., L.C.C., a director 
of the contracting firm, spoke approvingly 
of the co-operation shown by all concerned 
in the scheme. 

It is of interest to note that this project 
is a practical example of the incorporation of 
methods gained by the visit to America of 
the building research group, and is the first 
time that these ideas were used so extensively. 


OBITUARY 
L. J. Couves, A.R.I.B.A. 

‘The death has occurred, at the age of 72, 
of Mr. Leonard J. Couves, A.R.LB.A., 
senior partner in the firm of L. J. Couves 
and Partners, architects and surveyors, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. They were the archi- 
tects for Carliol House, Newcastle, the large 
headquarters of the North-Eastern Electricity 
Board, and have also carried out the archi- 
tectural work for power station schemes. 


Eleanor K. D. Hughes, F.R.LB.A. 


We regret to announce the death, at the 
age of 66, of Miss Eleanor Katherine 
Dorothy Hughes, F.R.I.B.A., of Bourne- 
mouth. ; 


W. H. Wakeling 


Mr. W. H. Wakeling, chairman of Messrs. 
Comben and Wakeling, Ltd., died on July 
9, at Ferndown, Dorset, at the age of 78. 
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IS PRECISION SITE 
SURVEYING NECESSARY ? 


Where Rough Calculations Break 
Down 
By GORDON TOMALIN, M.LStruct.E. 


[HERE can be little doubt that the site 

survey which presents accurately the 
relevant facts of the site is preferable to the 
“near enough” approximation. ‘There are, 
however, a number of degrees of accuracy 
and a variety of reasons why one or other 
type of site survey is called for on any par- 
ticular job. In some cases the architect needs 
a rough outline of the site with a general 
interpretation of main levels changes. Here 
it is likely that the object of the survey is 
purely of an investigatory nature, a perusal 
of the prevailing circumstances offering the 
approach for deciding whether the site is 
suitable for a particular purpose or not. Such 
a rough outline can often be obtained from 
the ordnance map. + 

One has, too, the case wherein the object 
of the approach is to plan, design and obtain 
prices for a project, the job being tentative 
but not necessarily “ going on.” Here little 
more may be required than in the first case. 
If the scheme is only tentative, expenditure 
is rightly kept as low as possible. 

If, however, the scheme is to be proceeded 
with, either the surveyor will investigate 
more closely or those parts which present 
great difficulty may not be covered by the 
survey and have approximations of costs in 
the form of percentage items or contingencies 
allowances. 


Need for Precision 

Should the job be “ going on” it seems 
reasonable to assume the above methods 
would still be suitable up to a point, but 
that they would be insufficient for the work 
of all parties operating the construction 
work. Where the position of a structure is 
of little consequence within a few inches, 
it may well be that little more than the rough 
survey would get by. : 

As soon as one comes to structures which 
are to be erected on any site where there is 
rigid control of frontage lines, relationship 
to other structures, streets, etc., so the pene- 
tration into the accuracy of the measuring 
increases. It could be said that with’ this 
exception the architect can provide the data 
either from the ordnance map or through 
one of his assistants. . 


The requirement of precise details offers, 
however, a problem needing a great deal of 
thought before a decision is reached as to 
“who shall do it.” The architect knows that 
the use of instruments and a variety of para- 
phernalia are essential for precision work on 
such a survey. He is aware that such work 
will occupy a fair amount of his assistant’s 
time, which may be required on more import- 
ant architectural work. He has to think 
about cost. 


If the cost of the ‘precise survey has to 
come out of his own fees, it is only human 
that the architect will seek the most eco- 
nomical way. He could have prepared the 
“rough” site survey and then, when the 
contract is placed, pass the taking of accurate 
dimensions over to the contractor. One 
should not overlook on whom does the 
responsibility for the accuracy of the struc- 
ture, its position and level, rest? The con- 
tractor, in certain instances, may pass this 
precise work over to whoever may be most 
Vitally affected. 
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One who must have dimensions of the site 
and/or buildings before he can complete 
fabrication is the steelwork sub-contractor. 
“ Near enough ” dimensions afford too much 
of a risk. Work of this nature, which is made 
to sixteenths of an inch, demands accuracy 
at the onset. If his work, prefabricated off 
the site, is to fit up to itself and also within 
the prescribed site, dimensions to an eighth 
of an inch become of paramount importance. 
In certain instances it could be said that such 
firms may be confronted with a loss, for 
they might legitimately expect to be pro- 
vided with all dimensions of the site and 
buildings necessary for the purpose of fabri- 
cation at the time they are offering to make 
and supply the material. 


“The Client Pays ” 

The architect does, however, in adopting 
this method, get his contract completed. 
Somewhere along the road to completion 
someone or other has paid out money and 
given time for the accurate site survey to 
be obtained. Whichever way one looks at 
the matter, it would seem that the client 
pays. 

In the light of this point does it not seem 
ludicrous that the architect and the client 
do not come to an arrangement in the first 
place to furnish for the contract the precise 
survey which all parties may safely operate 
throughout the contract? Where the con- 
tract is “going on” it seems that in not 
facing this fact, loss of time and money must 
result. Admittedly, in latter years, archi- 
tects and their clients have become more 
aware of the importance of an accurate, 
well planned, precise survey as one of the 
first things to be carried out. Undoubtedly, 
the need for precision in surveying at the 
onset is a matter for the architect to decide 
with his client. Such a decision has con- 
siderable bearing upon the speed of the 
preparation and construction work. 

In time, it seems certain that we shall 
witness all architects advising clients to give 
such an instruction when they have to get 
down to the details of the scheming of con- 
structions. Throughout the professions 
and the building industry changes come 
with the passing of the years. Precise 
surveying has for so long been a matter of 
“leave it to George.” One wonders if the 
precision survey may one day become the 
universal approach. If it does, shall we be 
ready? Shall we have sufficient trained 
surveyors for such work ? 

Time may also reveal that sending out 
the “odd” man from the sub-contractor’s 
office who may only have opportunities at 
long intervals for this work, is not satisfac- 
tory. For example, will his firm take 
responsibility for anything which is “ out- 
side” their own particular work? In con- 
sidering whether precision site surveying is 
necessary or not such points give ample food 
for thought. 


One may well ask if we are thinking far 
enough ahead in the education of our rising 
surveyors. Experience shows the difference 
between the precise site survey and the field 
survey although it must be admitted that 
field surveying, as such, forms the right 
background for precise site surveying. The 
latter, however, not only demands a good 
knowledge of mathematics and trigonometry 
but also experience in planning, layouts, 
setting-out and construction. It could also 


happen that if our various institutions do 
not give thought to this matter in the train- 
ing of students we shall find ourselves with- 
out the right men to do the jobs of the 
future. 
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ALLEGED EXCESSIVE 
CHARGE BY BUILDER 


Wages Above Union Rates 


qs a builder entitled to charge a customer 

334 per cent. on the cost of a job and 
as much as 5d. an hour paid over the trade 
union rate to a craftsman? These questions 
were raised at Bow County Court, on June 
25, when Mr. David Hartog, a builder, of 
65, Rhodesia-road, Leytonstone, claimed 
£37 6s. 4d., the balance of the price of work 
done and materials supplied, from Mr. 
Gerald Burke, furniture manufacturer, of 6, 
The Dell, Woodford Wells. Mr. Hartog’s 
case was that he was employed by defendant 
to do work at his house. Because of the 
nature of the work he was unable to give 
an estimate, but he charged a total of £140, 
which he contended was reasonable. 


Mr. Burke stated that the charges were 
excessive. Mr. Hartog had charged 33} on 
the total cost, instead of the 25 per cent. 
for labour and 15 per cent. for materials 
approved by the National Federation: and 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution. He had 
charged 5d. an hour above the union rate 
for a carpenter and 24d. above the union 
rate for a labourer; he had charged £1 for 
damage to a tarpaulin; he had charged 
£4 14s. for timber which he had taken away 
and which was still usable ; and he had sub- 
contracted the bricklaying work for £11 8s. 
when it should only have cost about £4. Mr. 
Hartog said he was not a member of the 
National Federation, and therefore 
not bound by their agreement. He had to 
pay above the union rates to get labour. 

Mr. Collier, counsel for the plaintiff, said 
the point which had been raised by the 
defence with regard to the percentage on 
costs Was one which might affect all builders 
up and down the country. In large con- 
tracts 25 per cent. and 15 per cent. might 
be reasonable charges, but he submitted that 
in small contracts, especially where there 
were alterations and additions, the on costs 
were very much at large and in this case 
334 per cent. on the total was a usual and 
reasonable charge. With regard to the pay- 
ments above trade union rates, Mr. Collier 
said it was not a contract to pay trade union 
rates, but to pay reasonable rates and he 
submitted the rates charged by Mr. Hartog 
were reasonable. 


Judge Andrew said that Mr. Hartog, not 
being a member of the National 
Federation, was not bound in law by their 
agreement, but it was relevant to look at 
an agreement made between two such import- 
ant bodies if the question arose whether a 
charge was reasonable. He thought the charge 
of 25 per cent. on labour and 15 per cent. 
on materials was reasonable. With regard 
to wages, Mr. Hartog had said it was diffi- 
cult to get workmen unless he bribed them, 
he didn’t use the term offensively, with 
higher rates than the trade union rates. But 
was the defendant to be penalised because 
the plaintiff could-not get men at the trade 
union rate? In his opinion defendant ought 
not to have to pay for that. He held that 
one penny an hour above the union rate 
was a reasonable charge. Judge Andrew held 
that the charge for thebricklaying sub-contract 
was teasonable, that defendant was entitled 
to an allowance of £2 for the timber that 
was taken away, and that defendant should 
not be required to pay anything for the dam- 
age to the-tarpaulin. The parties were unable 
to agree as to the exact amount for which 
judgment should be given, and. the matter 
was referred to the Registrar. 
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THE BUILDER 


BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS 


NATIONAL FEDERATION’S HALF-YEARLY REPORT 


[N reviewing the general economic position, 
the Interim Report of the Nationa] 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
presented at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Federation at Whitley Bay on July 4, 
refers to the defence programme as the 
number one economic priority for the next 
few years. The success of-this programme 
and the extent to which it will affect the 
standard of living depend very largely on the 
trend of production and the degree to which 
inflation can be kept in check. In short, says 
the report, the need remains for a continua- 
tion of some degree of restraint on all sides. 
In dealing with the future problems of the 
building industry, the national organisations 
of employers and operatives must therefore 
continue to take account, as they have in the 
past, of the needs of the general position. 
Between 1951 and 1954 total defence 
expenditure on building alone is estimated 
to be about £475 million. “ Clearly,” 
the report points out, “the need for efficient 
working in all spheres of industry is as 
high as ever, and, although it is encouraging 
to learn that building productivity has been 
increasing by some 4 to 6 per cent. a year, 
it is still incumbent upon builders to spare 
no effort in improving output on the site. 
“At the same time, however, they are 
entitled to expect the full co-operation of the 
Government. It is essential, for example, 
that they should be sure of receiving an 
adequate flow of building materials, without 
which all projected building programmes, 


whether for defence or civil purposes, are 


meaningless. Industrial production is related 
also to mechanisation, and it is most unfor- 
tunate that, in his first Budget, the new 
Chancellor decided to suspend, as from April 
6, 1952, the initial allowances on plant and 
machinery. This decision cannot fail to dis- 
courage the further mechanisation of the 
industry, a development which the Govern- 
ment themselves claim is vital to improved 
productivity.” 

General. In view of the added calls which 
the rearmament programme is likely to make 
on the building industry, the adequacy of 
supplies of materials, which is fundamental 
to building efficiency, becomes of even 
greater importance. 


Steel and Plasterboard 

The report continues: “The deliveries of 
both bricks and cement have shown a decided 
improvement, and the prospects for timber 
are far brighter than could have been fore- 
seen a few months ago; but the grave diffi- 
culties with regard to steel and plasterboard, 
which were apparent towards the end of 1950, 
have been accentuated with serious effects 
upon the progress of jobs throughout the 
country. 

“It is evident that the question of raw 
materials supplies to industry is causing the 
Government some anxiety at present. The 
practical effect of the recent decision to 
create a separate Government Department to 
deal with raw materials remains to be seen; 
the same applies to the various commodity 
committees set up by the International 
Materials Conference, which arose out of 
Mr. Attlee’s personal approach to Washing- 
ton on the subject of raw materials in Decem- 
ber last. But it cannot be stressed too often 
that the efficacy of such administrative 
measures must be judged solely by the results 
which they achieve. As far as the builder 


is concerned, for example, the only criterion 
is an assured flow of materials to the site; 
only then has he reasonable opportunity of 
keeping his labour fully employed, of intro- 
ducing payment-by-results schemes on a 
wider * scale and of achieving greater 
efficiency.” 

With regard to materials prices, the report 
records that since the autumn of 1950 build- 
ing material prices have risen by about 14 
per cent.- Bricks (7 per cent.), cement (20 
per cent.), softwood (60 per cent.), lead 
products (23 per cent.) and paint (19 per 
cent.) are among the principal items affected. 
All these increases, the report comments, 
which together bring about an appreciable 
increase in building costs, are beyond the 
control of the builder, and there seems little 
prospect of the trend being reversed in the 
near future. 

Steel. Mentioning the difficulties with 
which the industry is now faced owing to the 
steel shortage, the report stresses the serious- 
ness of the present position, which is clearly 
demonstrated by the fact that many merchants 
are refusing to quote delivery dates. The 
Federation has reported to the Ministry of 
Works many instances of jobs actually being 
held up through lack of steel, and thus incur- 
ring a serious loss of production. 

The immediate outlook, the report con- 
tinues, is not encouraging. Stocks of raw 
materials for making steel are dangerously 
low and it seems unlikely that production 
during 1951 will reach the record level of 
1950. Because of the defence programme 
and the need to maintain essential produc- 
tion the Government has decided to reduce 
exports of steel and also to restrict deliveries 
to the home market. The Government is 
also examining possible arrangements for 
allocating steel, and it is understood- that 
industry will be consulted before detailed 
schemes are introduced. 

Plasterboard. The serious difficulties which 
arose towards the end of 1950 regarding 
supplies of plasterboard have in no way 
lessened. The position continues to be gener- 
ally unsatisfactory, and manufacturers are 
often quoting six months or more for 
delivery. The Ministry of Works have been 
kept fully informed of the difficulties which 
builders are experiencing, and are understood 
to be taking steps to ensure that, as far as 
possible, work on building sites, particularly 
on housing and other essential work, is not 
held up through lack of plasterboard. Much 
depends on the success of the waste-paper 
drive. 


Other Building Materials 


The Interim Report reviews the position 
regarding other principal building materials 
as follows :— 


Bricks. Brick production, at about 475 
million a month, has rather more than kept 
pace with requirements during the first half 
of 1951. As a result, overall stocks are the 
highest for two years and no serious short- 
ages have been reported. Optimism about 
the future, however, must be tempered with 
caution. Although steps have been taken to 
increase production, it is evident that the 
prolonged winter reduced building activity 
and that the defence programme will make 
increasing demands on supplies cf bricks. 

Cement. The cement irdustry has con- 
tinued its record-breaking achievements, and 
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both production and exports have steadily 
increased. Few instances of building work 
being held up through lack of adequate sup- 
plies have been reported since December, 
1950. Although the defence programme will 
make an increasing demand upon the industry, 
stocks are high and there is reason to believe 
that the acute difficulties experienced by 
builders in 1950 will be avoided. There is, 
however, some reason for concern about 
supplies of paper sacks, and the industry 
has taken steps to encourage more deliveries 
of bulk cement where this is practicable. 


Non-Ferrous Metals. The use of copper 
and zinc is now prohibited in the manufac- 
ture of a wide range of articles required by 
the building industry and restricted im a 
number of others. The Copper, Lead and 
Zinc Committee of the International 
Materials Conference is reviewing the whole 
question, but there is little doubt that both 
copper and zinc will be short for the whole 
of the rearmament period. 

Timber. At the beginning of fhe year 
stocks of softwood had fallen to a level 
described officially as “ uncomfortably low.” 
In January the official figure of stocks was 
186,300 standards, representing only a few 
weeks’ consumption at present restricted 
rates. The supply position, however, has 
shown considerable improvement compared 
with recent years, as the result of the Gov- 
ernment purchases in hard-currency areas 
and the operations of private traders else- 
where. While the general picture is brighter, 
it is clear that considerable difficulties have 
still to be »vercome before any real easement 
in consumer licensing is permitted. 


Working Party and American Team Reports 
The report goes on to mention the recom- 
mendations made in the Working Party and 
American team reports and the action taken 
by the National Federation to implement 
them. Two meetings have been held with 
representatives of the Royal Institrte of 
British Architects to exchange views on the 
reports and to consider how architects and 
builders can co-operate more closely in 
securing greater productivity and efficiency. 
Practical Training of Architects. The joint 
committee with the architects has discussed 
the desirability of giving prospective archi- 
tects an opportunity to obtain first-hand 
experience on building sites by spending 
some, or all of the year’s practical training 
before admission to the. register in the 
employment of building contractors. The 
Federation Council has agreed to recom- 
mend members to co-operate fully in any 
scheme which may be prepared for giving 
such experience to architectural students. 


Advance Planning: Both the Working 
Party and the American team emphasised 
that the highest degree of efficiency can be 
achieved in any building operation only if 
it is planned in detail before work is com- 
menced. The R.I.B.A. and the National 
Federation, being in full agreement with that 
view, have issued a joint statement [sum- 
marised in The Builder of June 15] calling 
the attention of all building owners, includ- 
ing Government Departments and _ local 
authorities, to the possibility of securing 
economies in both time and money by proper 
planning in advance. The statement appeals 
to building owners in their own interest 
first to settle their requirements in detail 
with the architect and then to refrain from 
making alterations thereto, particularly when 
work has begun on the site. It is thought 
that the publication of guidance on these 
lines at the present time is particularly 
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appropriate in view of the impending Govern- 
ment building programme for defence pur- 
poses and of the fact that experience of the 
years 1938-45 shows that Government con- 
tracting departments were far from blame- 
less in regard to these matters. The industry 
now awaits proof that the same mistakes 
will not. be repeated in relation to the new 
programme. 


Bye-laws. The restrictive effects of obso- 
lete bye-laws on the use of new materials 
and new constructional techniques and the 
need for reasonable uniformity in the appli- 
cation of bye-laws by local authorities were 
also mentioned in the Working Party and 
American team reports. An advisory com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning, on which ‘the Federation is 
represented by Mr. H. E. Comben, has now 
been appointed to revise the Model Series 
of Building Bye-Laws and bring them up 
to date. 


Costing. The Federation concurs with the 
views expressed by the Working Party that 
an adequate costing system is an essential 
factor in management, both in promoting 
efficiency in the utilisation of labour, 
materials and plant and in controlling over- 
head expenditure, and that an effective cost- 
ing system can be of great assistance to 
contractors by providing information on 
which tendering can be based. 


Accordingly, the Federation has arranged 
for the preparation by a firm of chartered 
accountants of a comprehensive book on 
costing for the use of builders. It is hoped 
that it will be of assistance to members in 
establishing systems of costing suitable for 
the businesses or in improving their present 
systems. : 


The Housing Programme 

In connection with the Minister’s decision 
to give greater freedom to local authorities 
in regard to housing space standards, the 
report states that this relaxation, which is 
clearly designed as a means of getting more 
houses for the same expenditure of men, 
money and materials, shows a regard for 
economy which will generally be considered 
a step in the right direction. 


Following are extracts from the remainder 
of the Interim Report :— 


Labour Relations 


Although the industrial situation generally 
is still full of uncertainty, there are some 
respects in which stability is greater now 
than in recent years. This year all the 
outstanding notices from the trades unions 
for constitutional amendments have been 
dealt with and, except for a suggested recon- 
struction of women’s wages, the only national 
applications now before the Federation are 
for a longer annual holiday and for increased 
holiday benefits (neither of which could take 
effect for a considerable period ahead). On 
the other hand. the cost-of-living level has 
been rising appreciably and the competition 
for labour in short supply has not sub- 
sided. Moreover, the defence programme 
is likely to require a greater mobility of 
workers so that jobs in remote areas can 
be manned. A conference of regional repre- 
sentatives has concluded, in this connection, 
that restraint should be exercised in the 
matter of applications for exceptional 
margins and that greater use should instead 
be made of the provisions of the revised 
National Working Rule 6 (Travelling and 
Lodging). 
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In recent months there have been an 
unusual number of stoppages of work—not 
confined to any particular region and often 
associated with demarcation disputes between 
trades unions. The council takes a serious 
view of the manner in which production is 
impeded by trade union activity of this 
nature. 


R.1.B.A. Form of Contract 


The use of the R.I.B.A. Standard’ Form 
of Contract continues to become more wide- 
spread, and this is particularly true of its 
use by local authorities. Altogether the 
increase in sales for the year ended March 31, 
1951, exceeded 6 per cent. 


Education and Training 

The recommendations on _ educational 
matters of the Working Party and of the 
Anglo-American Productivity Team have 
continued to receive attention. In further 
discussions which have taken place with the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors on 
the Working Party’s suggestion that sur- 
veyors employed on the constructional side 
of the industry might be professionally 
recognised the Federation maintained its 
view that it would be conducive to the 
attainment of higher standards of technical 
proficiency, and of general advantage to the. 
industry, if surveyors could be permitted to 
become, or to remain, members of the Royal 
Institution whilst in the employment of 
building contractors. The representatives of 
the R.LC.S. have, however, indicated that 
the Royal Institution is not prepared to 
modify the rule which precludes its members 
in the employment of a building contractor 
from using their professional qualifications 
or retaining their membership. 


Technical Education Facilities.. A Survey 
of Technical Education and Educational 
Facilities in the building industry has been 
prepared by the Federation. The survey 
will contain a large amount of valuable 
information which has not previously been 
collated, and it is hoped that it will be 
widely read and used as a reference work 
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by all interested in education in the building 
industry. 

National Prize and Scholarship Fund. A 
recommendation has been approved by the 
council that a National Prize and Scholar- 
ship Fund be set up, and approval has also 
been given to some general principles to 
govern the making of awards to apprentices. 
It is provided in the scheme that, in addi- 
tion to the annual prizes customarily 
awarded through technical colleges, Jarger 
awards shall be made by the National 
Federation to selected apprentices. to 
encourage them to continue their studies 
towards a Higher National Certificate in 
Building after attaining the age of 18. 
Details of a scheme are being worked out. 


Foremanship Courses. Information ob- 
tained from the technical colleges by the 
Standing Committee on the Training of 
General Foremen shows that the number of 
foremanship courses continues to increase. 


In many localities a shortage of suitable 
lecturers has necessitated the running of a 
less comprehensive course and in some places 
has made it impossible to organise a course 
at all. The standing committee has been 
giving attention to the question of the pro- 
vision of lecturers and has revised (and 
decided to print) the “ Notes for the Guid- 
ance of Lecturers,” which were originally 
prepared two years ago.. It has also arranged 
for an experimental course for lecturers to 
be held in London this summer. 


INCREASING BUILDING OUTPUT 
Chancellor’s Challenge Accepted 


R. STEPHEN HUDSON, president of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, said, at the half-yearly 
meeting of the National Federation at 
Whitley Bay on July 4, that one of the main 
reasons why we were not building more of 
the various types of buildings so urgently 
required was that heavy demands were being 
made on the industry by the defence pro- 
gramme. The Chancellor’s recent statement 
on this showed that if further cuts in the 
building programme were to be avoided, 
output in the industry must be increased by 
5 per cent. “The industry accepts that 
challenge, and, provided the necessary 
materials are available, we can, I am sure, 
do the job,” he continued. 


“Many building contracts have been held 
up during the last six months because of 
the acute shortages of steel and plasterboard. 
We have made repeated representations to 
the Government, and I must warn them 
again that there will be further serious hold- 
ups unless the new scheme for steel ensures 
that the building industry gets its fair share 
of that material, and unless the salvage 
campaign produces the quantities of waste 
paper required to enable the production of 
plasterboard to be substantially increased. 


“In view of the increase of 3d. in wages 
which has taken place this year, and of the 
machinery for encouraging the spread of 
bonusing which has recently been set up, 
the motion claiming a substantial increase. in 
wages which was passed at the recent annual 
conference of the N.F.B.T.O. at Cleethorpes 
is difficult to understand. Costs must be 
kept down and there could not be a worse 
time than the present for a further demand 
for an increase in wages which is not linked 
with output, or for the decision taken at the 
same conference to press for longer holidays 
which would have to be paid for entirely by 
the long-suffering building owner.” : 


H* 





IN PARLIAMENT 


Plasterboard Prices 


"THE Government were defeated, on July 

5, when Mr. PICKTHORN, a Conservative, 
moved a prayer for the annulment of the 
Plasterboard (Prices) (No. 1) Order, 1951 
(S.I. 1951, No. 864). He maintained that 
the order was a misuse of delegated legisla- 
tion. It prescribed the prices for products 
of the British Plasterboard group below the 
prices of its competitors, and thereby tended 
to penalise efficiency. 

Other members. supported this view, but 
Mr. Brown, the Minister of Works, said 
that the British Plasterboard group had 75 
per cent. of the total trade. It followed that 
with this great turnover the group would be 
satisfied with a slightly lower profit per unit 
of production than their competitors. He 
had sought to avoid making the order, but 
the company was not prepared to continue 
a voluntary price agreement, and he had to 
hold the position temporarily until the 
Palmer Committee reported. Without the 
order the company would become the price- 
fixing authority, and it would virtually mean 
the end of price control in time of great 
demand. 


The motion to annul the order was carried: 


by 157 votes to 141, and two associated 
orders relating to building plasters and 
gypsum rock (Nos. 865 and 866) were also 
annulled.* 


Bombed Towns 


On July 3 Mrs. MIDDLETON asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning how it was intended to make alloca- 
tions of capital investment for the recon- 
struction of bomb-destroyed towns. 

Mr. DALTON said that the Minister of 
Works and he had now made a survey to 
determine what labour and materials could 
be made available for the further recon- 
struction of blitzed city centres without hold- 
ing up work on housing, industry and 
defence. He hoped soon to be able to com- 
municate further with the local authorities 
concerned. 

Mrs. MIDDLETON asked the Minister if he 
would take steps to see that when structures 
were completed the resources of labour were 
not distributed and used on less essential 
projects. Would he keep in close contact 
with local authorities to that end so that the 
work might go on as speedily as the resources 
of the nation and the needs of the nation 
would allow? 

Mr. DALTON said that would certainly be 
kept in mind. He hoped it would not be 
very long before they would be able to have 
some definite news for the local. authorities 
concerned. 

BRIGADIER CLARKE asked if the Minister 
appreciated that very little had been done 
since 1945. Would he give an assurance 
that he would not keep this matter under 
consideration too long, but would give some 
information to the bomb-damaged. cities ? 

Mr. DALTON said that the reconstruction 
of the centres of the blitzed cities was going 
on all the time. Of course, it was a question 
applying only to the city centres; it did not 
apply to housing, which was going on quite 
independently. 





* The Government have decided to submit to the House 
of Commons three further prices orders relating to plaster- 
board, building plasters, and gypsum rock, which will be 
substituted for the three orders on which the Government 
were defeated last week. This information was given 
on July 9 by Mr. Ede, Leader of the House, in reply to a 
question by Mr. Eden. 
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Repair of Condemned Cottages 

On July 3, Mr. Bossom asked the Minister 
of Local Government and Planning if he 
would investigate the possibility of some 
arrangement being made whereby con- 
demned cottages, which could not be pulled 
down owing to the lack of other housing 
accommodation, might be made weather- 
proof and habitable, particularly where 
the low rental made it impossible for the 
owner to meet the expense involved. 

Mr. Dacton said if the hon. member 
would let him have particulars of any 
cottages which he had in mind he would 
look into the matter. ‘ 

Replying to a further question by Mr. 
Bossom, Mr. DALTON said that if these 
houses were condemned they were not fit to 
be lived in. Therefore, in the gréat majority 
of cases it would be a misuse of building 
labour and materials, which could be used 
in building good new houses, to expend them 
on patching up condemned houses. 


Housing Resales 


On July 3, Mr. EpeLMAN asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
what action he would take to prevent profit- 
eering in the resale of houses. 

Mr. DALTON said that new houses built 
under licence since the war might not be 
sold for more than the sum named in the 
licence. The extension of price control to 
other houses raised serious administrative 
difficulties. . 

Mr. EpeLMAN asked if the Minister was 
not aware that almost every-~estate agent in 
the country was asking swollen prices for 
pre-war houses which had absolutely no rela- 
tion to either their cost or their intrinsic 
value and would he take action against those 
profiteers who were increasing inflation and 
profiteering from the hardship of homeless 
people? 

Mr. DALTon said he had very great 
sympathy with that point. In 1945 the Morris 
Committee reported, but it was not possible 
to take action on their report because, in 
the view of the Government, there were not 
sufficient valuers available to value all the 
houses whose prices would have to be con- 
trolled, and the call on the time of the valuers 
was not diminishing just now. 

Mr. SHURMER suggested that requisitioning 
should be re-introduced in towns where there 
were thousands waiting for homes. 

Mr. JENNINGS: Does not the Minister 
agree that the best way to stop this is for 
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him and his Government to build more 
houses? 


Size of Houses 


On July 3, Mr. Marpres asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
what proportion of houses of one bedroom, 
two bedrooms, three bedrooms and more 
than three bedrooms had been found to be 
needed in the nation’s housing programme 
as a result of the investigations carried out 
by his department’s research section. 

Mr. DALTon said that no national pro- 
portions would have much local meaning. 
Each local authority must settle their pro- 
portion in the light of local circumstances, 


New Towns 


On July 3, Mr. MARSHALL asked ithe 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if he would state the number of houses 
or living units now available in the new 
towns of Crawley, Stevenage, Hemel Hemp- 
stead and Basildon, respectively. 

Mr. DALTON said on June 30, 1951, 251 
dwellings had been completed at Crawley, 
72 at Stevenage, 448 at Hemel Hempstead 
and three at Basildon. 


District Heating Schemes 

On July 3, Mr. J. JoHNSON asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if he would state the total number of 
district heating schemes that had been 
actually contemplated by his department; 
how many of these were in operation; and 
how many were successful. 

Mr. DaLtTon said that there were five 
schemes in operation; two others are under 
construction; 46 local authorities were 
known to be considering schemes. 


Licensing System : 

On July 3, replying to Mr. Edward Davies, 
Mr. Brown, the Minister of Works, said he 
had already announced the continuation of 
the present licensing arrangements. It was 
not possible to say precisely what amount 
of work was done below the licensing 
limits. 

Mr. Davies asked if the Minister did not 
take the view that much work was being 
done of minor importance -under the 
unlicensed system, and in view of the neces- 
sity of doing everything possible to build 
as many houses as possible in these difficult 
times, did he not think that they ought to 
stop up the leakage that was going on in 
this way. 

Mr. Brown said he did not. 


The. work 
done under this limit included all main- 
tenance repair work on private houses as 


well as local authority houses, and he 
thought that if they reduced the limit they 
would only add to the paper work without 
making available any more labour or 
materials for building purposes. 


Mobile Building Force 


On July 3, Mr. Driperc asked the Minister 
of Works if, in view of the Government 
policy on capital investment involving local 
interference with house-building programmes 
on account of the priority deemed necessary 
for defence works, and since defence was a 
national rather than a local responsibility. 
he would consider reinstituting some form 
of mobile building force for defence works. 

Mr. BROWN ‘said on present indications 
he did not think this would be justified. 


Office Building F 


On July 3, Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the 
Minister of Works whether, in view of the 
prohibition of future office building for com- 
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mercial purposes, he would accelerate the 
derequisitioning of office blocks. 

Mr. Brown said he would not. The restric- 
tion on office building was being applied to 
Government office building projects, the vast 
majority of which were designed to replace 
requisitioned premises. The curtailment of 
new Government office building would there- 
fore inevitably slow down the derequisition- 
ing of office blocks. 


Thefts of Lead from Churches 


On July 3, Mr. Ropcers asked the 
Minister of Supply if, in view of the thefts 
of lead from church roofs, he would con- 
sider taking steps to restrict or control the 
transfer of lead by licensing to accredited 


‘ dealers or making compulsory sore record 


of the source of supply. 

Mr. M. Stewart said that scrap merch- 
ants and users of non-ferrous metals were 
now required to obtain a licence before they 
might acquire scrap, and must maintain 
records of stocks and give invoices for all 
purchases, These provisions, though 
designed primarily to control the price of 
scrap and improve its distribution, should 
assist in detecting theft. The Minister had 
asked the trade, through the Scrap Advisory 
Committee of the Ministry of Supply, to 
maintain their records in a way that would 
help the police, and not to buy scrap from 
unknown sources without careful inquiry. 


Scottish Housing 

On July 3, Mr. McInnes asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland if he was prepared 
to permit local authorities to acquire houses 
built in their areas by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. 

Mr. McNEt said he was always prepared 
to consider any proposals which would 
reduce the financial commitments of the 
Exchequer but which did not prejudice the 
chances of those unsatisfactorily housed. The 
reaction of local authorities to this proposal 
he was bound to add would, he thought, be 
cautious, since it would involve them in 
heavy additional expenditure without adding 
to their pool of accommodation. 


CLERKS’ OF WORKS AND 
FOREMEN’S FEDERATION 
Help for New Associations 


UNDER A NEW RULE that has been actcp- 
ted by the majority of the associations affili- 
ated to the National Federation of Clerks’ 
of Works and Building Foremen’s Associa- 
tions of Great Britain the Wolverhampton 
and the Sussex associations have been admit- 
ted to membership. 

This rule provides that newly formed 
associations can be admitted, and can take 
a full part in all the business (except finan- 
cial) and at the same time, apart from the 
enrolment fee, be exempted from all financial 
contributions for three years. 

The Federation have taken this step be- 
cause they feel that progress towards a truly 
representative national body for foremen is 
lagging badly. New associations have been 
formed in many districts but there has been 
no real attempt to knit them into a whole. 

One other benefit which will be extended 
to every known association, whether mem- 
bers of the federation or not, is that inquir- 
ies regarding membership received by the 
secretary will be forwarded to the nearest 
association. Newly .formed associations 
are therefore asked to let the secretary have 
information concerning the place, time and 
the dates of their meetings. The secretary’s 
address is: Mr. F. H. Gregory, 60, Kerridge- 
court, Balls Pond-road, London, N.1. 


THE BUILDER 


PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS 


TPHE following are lists of the architects, 

consultants, contractors and sub- 
contractors in connection with the iilustrated 
article on Harlow New Town on pages 41 
to 48 of this issue. 


Architects in the corporation’s office are Messrs. 
Frank Booth, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., G. L. Dale, 
A.R.L.B.A., A.A.Dip., Don Lewis Dyer, A.R.I.B.A., 
Cecil Featherstone, A.R.1.B.A., Dip.Arch. (Leeds), 
Alexander J. McCowan, A.R.I.B.A.,  A.R.I1.A.S., 
Dip.Arch. (Aberdeen), J. R. Sheridan-Shedden, 
A.R.1.B.A., Dip.Arch., and G. A. Weinman, A.R.I.B.A., 
Dip.Ing. (Arch.). 

he architects for The Lawn, 10-storey and 3-storey 
blocks of flats were Mr. Frederick Gibberd, F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.L., and Mr. R. J. Double, A.R.I.B.A. assistant 
architect. , 

The structural consultants were Messrs. T. F. Burns 
and Partners; the quantity surveyor Mr. Oswald 
Parratt, F.R.I.C.S.; the building contractor Messrs. 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd. ; the chief clerk of works, Mr. B. J. 
Dines; and the assistant clerk of works, Mr. W. R 
Abrams. 

The sub-contractors were : Metal windows, Williams 
and Williams, Ltd. ; structural floors and roof, 3-storey 
block, The Kleine Co., Ltd. ; lift installation, Keighley 
Lifts, Ltd. ; bricks, rustic facings, Henry J. Greenham 
(1929), Ltd., concrete bricks, The Alphamstone Brick 
and Tile Co., Ltd.; plumbing installation, Arthur 
Scull and Sons, Ltd.; asphalt and roof paving, The 
General Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, J. Tong 
and Co. (Kennington), Ltd.; floor finishes, Korkoid 
Decorative Floors; kitchen fittings, Sharp Bros. and 
Knight, Ltd. ; internal doors, The Merchant Trading 
Co., Ltd.; balustrading, The Morris Singer Co., 

.3; electric fires and surrounds, Broads and Co., 
Ltd.; tiling, Parkinson (Wall Tiling), Ltd.; iron- 
mongery, Rennis, Ltd.; convector grates and sur- 
rounds, W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd.; electric water 
heaters, Heatrae, Ltd. 

Contracts let (and not completed) at June 1, 1951. 
Building works : Areas, 1, 2 and 3, 379 houses, 72 flats, 

eo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£722,333); Area 2, 
106 flats, Kirk and Kirk, Ltd. (£173,260); Area 3, 
63 flats, Gilbert-Ash, Ltd. (£86,300) ; Area 1, 7 houses, 
Crook Bros. (£18,153); Chippingfield, 20 houses, 


13 garages, Leyford, Ltd. (£31,869); Area 9, pt. 1, 
69 houses, 6 flatted houses, 33 garages, Geo. Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd. (£121,328) ; Watlimgton-road, 10 houses, 
Boyd Gibbins (£18,926) ; Industrial Estate, 2 standard 


factories, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£65,572) 

Industrial Estate, 8-bay sectional factory, Geo. Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd. (£20,043) ; Industrial Estate, factory for 
Revertex, Ltd., Kent and Sussex Contractors (£77,130) ; 
Area 12 (pt. 1), 80 dwellings, 16 garages, Geo. Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd. (£116,267); The Stow, 22 shops, 35 
dwellings, 3 units office, accommodation, Geo. Wimpey 
and Co., Ltd. (£93,367); Industrial Estate, 5 additional 
units, sectional factory, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 
(£21,213) ; Area 11, 164 dwellings, 25 garages, Kirk 
and Kirk, Ltd. (£271,100) ; Area 9 (pt. 2), 90 dwellings, 
11 garages, Kirk and Kirk, Ltd. (£136,151); Area 8, 
70 dwellings, Dobie and Sons, Ltd. (£90,596) ; Indus- 
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trial Estate, standard factory No. 3, Boyd Gibbins 
(£32,642) ; Area 2, 20 std. II houses, Boyd Gibbins, 
(£39,943); Area 13, 163 dwellings, 32 garages, Ki 
and Kirk, Ltd. (£252,400). Contract for 98 houses 
completed, Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd. 


Engineering works : Areas 1, 2 and 3, roads and sewers 
Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£159,307); Areas 9 and 
il (pt. 1), roads and sewers, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 
(£81,925) ; B.183 Road, Sections B2 and B3, roads and 
sewers, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£52,044) ; Indus- 
trial Area, roads and sewers, Marples, Ri ay 
Partners (£169,139); N.E. outfall branc sewer 
sewers and ejector station, Marples, Ridgway and 
Partners (£19,900) ; Hadham Mill well, sinking well, 
George Stow and Co. (£10,907) ; Harlow trunk sewer, 
5} miles of concrete pipe sewer 33 in. to 51 in. dia., 
W. and C. French, Ltd. (£410,992) ; Rye Meads site 
preparation, sewage disposal works, W. and C. ae 
Ltd. (£25,968); B.183 Road section B.4, roads an 
sewers, Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£32,604) ; Area 6, 
roads and sewers, Geo. heyy and Co., Ltd. 46,288) : 
Area 8, roads and sewers, Geo. Wimpey and ., Ltd. 
(£8,834) ; Areas 12, 13 and the Stow roads and a 
Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£53,977); Netteswe! 
system, branch sewers, Marples, Ridgway and Partners 
(£69,234); Area 15, carriageways and sewers, Geo. 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd. (£46,633). 


BUILDING LICENSING 
CONTRAVENTION 


Appeal Allowed by High Court 


| by the Ministry of Local Government and 

Planning Circular No. 47/51 on building 
licensing, which ‘has just been issued to hous- 
ing authorities and county councils, attention 
is drawn to an appeal against a conviction 
for contravention of Defence Regulation 
56A which was recently made to the High 
Court on the ground that proceedings were 
taken by the clerk of the local authority 
without a resolution authorising him to do 
so. The Court allowed the appeal, and in 
his judgment the Lord Chief Justice said:— 


“ The local council have power, acting by 
any officer appointed by them, either gener- 
ally or specifically for the purpose, to bring 
proceedings for an offence against Defence 
Regulation 56A. They passed a resolution 
that the appellant should be prosecuted, but 
they omitted to pass any resolution authori- 
sing their clerk to take proceedings. ...It is 
quite clear that when the Order refers to the 
appointment of an officer either generally or 
specifically for the purpose of taking pro- 
ceedings it contemplates that there will be 
a formal appointment made under Section 
277 of the Local Government Act, 1933, by 
resolution, and if a resolution had been 
passed by the council authorising the clerk 
to take proceedings it would have been in 
order. They omitted to pass that resolution 
and therefore there was technically no 
authority in the clerk to take the proceed- 
ings.” _The case was that of Bob Keats Ltd. 
v. Farrant. : 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for May 


THe Housinc SUMMARY presented to Par- 
liament on July 6 as a White Paper jointly 
by the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, shows that the number of perma- 
nent houses completed in Great Britain dur- 
ing May was 15,869 compared with 15,123 
in April. The total number of houses com- 
pleted under the post-war programme is now 
1,053,547 (896,401 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 


During May, homes were provided by 
new building, repair of unoccupied or war- 
damaged dwellings and conversions ior 
16,909 families, compared with 15,718 in 
April and 17,684 in March. This brings 
the total number of families rehoused by 
these methods under the post-war programme 
to 1,340,137. This total does not include 
homes provided in service camps or requisi- 
tioned properties. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


W.LD.M.A. Annual Meeting 


The annual general meeting of the Wall- 
board Importers’, Distributors’ and Mer- 
chants’ Association of the United Kingdom 
is to be held at the Palace Hotel, Birkdale, 
Southport, on October. 3 next. The 
W.I.D.M.A. Golf Tournament is to be held 
the following day on the Birkdale Golf 
Club’s course. 


Snowdonia National Park 


Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, has announced 
his intention to confirm the Snowdonia 
National Park (Designation) Order, with 
modifications which would add to the 
Park several areas near the coast and 
would exclude two small slate-quarrying 
areas on the southern boundary. 


F.M.B. Golfing Society 


The summer meeting of the F.M.B.’s 
Golfing Society was held at Walton Heath 
on July 4, when 84 members and visitors 
competed for the Federation Cup, the Had- 
rian Cup (presented by Messrs. Smith 
Walton, Ltd.) and other trophies. Winners 
were:— Singles: Senior, J. Ashton (net 67), 
Junior, W. J. Alford (net 79). Foursomes: 
P. J. B. Smith and A. Gilbert, 42 points. 


For Overseas Constructors 


Those concerned with the planning of 
works of building and civil engineering con- 
struction outside the United Kingdom will 
find much useful information in the recently 
published 1951 directory of the Export 
Group for the Constructional Industries, 
82, New Cavendish-street, London, W.1. 
The Group claim that every kind of build- 
ing and civil engineering work is within the 
capacity and covered by the experience of 
one or more firms whose names appear in 
this directory. 


Festival Season Tickets 


Weekly or monthly season tickets can now 
be bought in connection with the Festival 
of Britain exhibitions. Each ticket gives 
admission to the South Bank Exhibition, the 
Exhibition of Science, South Kensington, and 
the Exhibition of Architecture, Lansbury, 
Poplar. The weekly ticket, giving admis- 
sion for any period of seven days, costs £1 5s. 
The monthly ticket, admitting for a full 
calendar month, costs £4. Season tickets 
can be bought, across the counter or by 
post, from the Advance Ticket Office, Festi- 
val of Britain, Whitehall-place, S.W.1, or 
from the Festival of Britain Information 
Centre, Swan and Edgar Building, Piccadilly- 
circus, W.1. 


Apprentices’ Rowing Success 


In the Thames Amateur Rowing Associa- 
tion regatta, held at Hammersmith on June 
30, the Building Apprentices (BASA) Row- 
ing Club succeeded in winning the Champion- 
ship Novice Four Challenge Cup after a 
thrilling race. The event attracted 20 entries, 
and the Apprentices’ crew, comprising three 
plumbers and one carpenter, won their heats 
comfortably, to meet in the final Thames 


Tradesmen and Bedford Park. The Appren- 


tices rowed well, to win in the last 100 yards 
by half a length from the Tradesmen. This 
is the third Novice crew to secure a trophy 
in the club’s short history and, in addition 
to the honours gained in the Thames 
“Heads” races, speaks well for the enthu- 
siasm of all concerned. 


THE BUILDER 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Southampton Conference 


A CONFERENCE for members of the 
building industry and teachers of 
building subjects was held at Southampton 
Technical College recently. Besides hear- 
ing speeches and joining in discussions, dele- 
gates saw an exhibition of a wide range of 
apparatus, mostly home-made, for teaching 
building craft science in practical fashion. 


The conference’ was organised by the 
Southern egional Council for Further 
Education, in conjunction with Southampton 
Education Committee, and attracted many 
delegates from Hampshire, the Isle. of 
Wight, Dorset, West Sussex, Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. It was 
under the chairmanship of Mr. E. R. Bowyer, 
J.P., chairman of the Regional Joint Advisory 
Committee for Civil Engineering and Build- 
ing, and president of the Southern Coun- 
ties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. 


The main theme of the speeches was that 
teachers of technical subjects must aim at 
turning out good citizens as well as efficient 
technicians. Mr. D. E. WoopsBiNne PARISH, 
senior vice-president, London Master 
Builders’ Association, asked technical col- 
leges to remember that they were part of 
a long process of general education. 


Mr. C. C. HanpisybDe, A.R.I.B.A., said 
the craftsman was someone who made some- 
body else’s design solid. To get the best 
results he should be taught something of 
the architect’s point of view. 

The Principal of the College, Mr. F. T. 
WEST, also spoke. 
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MASTIC ASPHALT INDUSTRY 
The New Federation’s Aims 


Tue National Employers Federation of the 
Mastic Asphalt Industry, which was formed 
early this year to represent the mastic 
asphalt industry with one voice and to supply 
helpful information and guidance to users 
of their product, has stated that the Federa- 
tion has no concern whatsoever with price 
control.. Amongst its main objectives are 
the maintenance of high standards of work- 
manship and materials; the giving of techni- 
cal advice on methods of construction and 
application; and the standardisation of con- 
ditions of tender and of guarantee. 


Mr. F. C.’Wood, the full-time secretary 
of the federation, has been engaged in the 
asphalt trade for 30 years, and is competent 
to answer all questions relating to technical 
and constructional matters. The Federation 
hope that architects, surveyors and con- 
tractors and others will take the fullest 
advantage of his knowledge and of the 
assistance which he will willingly give. 


The office of the federation is at 21, John 
Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. Telephone: 
Trafalgar 3927. 


TRADE NEWS 


Long Service in Asphalt Industry 


The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co. Ltd. announce that Lt.-Col. S. C. 
Marriott, T.D., has retired after 54 years’ 
service with the company. 


A Farewell Party 


A farewell party was given on June 27 
by the directors of Bryce, White and Co., 
Ltd., to their general manager Mr. C. M. H. 
Grant, who has resigned his position to join 
his family in South Africa, having been with 
the firm since 1908. He leaves with: the 
very best wishes from the whole staff. 


The Homes and Gardens Pavilion 


Westminster Joinery, Ltd., 29, Westminster 
Bridge-road, S.E.1, were the official contrac- 
tors for the construction and installation of 
the complete interior joinery and display 
work of the Homes and Gardens section of 
the South Bank Exhibition, illustrated in our 
issue of July 6. 


Slating and Tiling 

Additional technical data, comprising 
dentil course treatment, secret gutter treat- 
ment, details and illustrations of plain tile 
hanging and more complete tables giving 
covering capacities have been included in 
the revised edition of “Slating and Tiling,” 
a booklet (free on request) issued by 
Langley London, Ltd., 72, High-street, S.E.1. 


New Electric Travelling Crab 


A new “Coles ” Electric Crab for double- 
girder,cranes has been developed recently 
by Steels Engineering Products, Ltd., Crown 
Works, Sunderland. The compact dimen- 
sions of this unit have been obtained by 
extending the hoist sideplates to form a 
travelling carriage, carrying runner axles 
mounted in ball bearings. Both travel gear 
and block are designed to secure low head- 
room. The Crab can be operated by a push- 
button control suspended from the unit, from 
a fixed position, or from a control cab on the 
crane. Travel speed is claimed to be 110 ft. 
per minute. There are 2-, 3- and 6-ton lift 
capacity models available in one-, two- or 
three-motor double girder cranes for A.C. 
or D.C. supply. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


A“ TARRAN ” HOUSE APPROVED 
Official Tests Passed 


N R. ROBERT G. TARRAN, the Perth 
*: builder, has been informed by the 
Government that his “ Dorran” two-storey 


four-apartment house has been approved for ° 


construction by local authorities. The letter 
of approval from the Government follows 
close on the completion of a four-weeks’ 
series of tests by the Building Research 
Station, and it asks Mr. Tarran’s firm not 
to delay preliminary production of the house 
pending the receipt of final documents. 

Speaking on July 3, Mr. Tarran said: “I 
think it quite true to say. that the tests made 
by the Building Research Station were about 
the strictest ever made on a prototype house. 
J built the two test houses over four years 
ago, but was asked by the Government not 
to proceed as the urgent need was then 
mainly for rural bungalows. Now the 
position has changed; building sites are short 
in number, and the need to-day is to make 
the most of every acre of land. 

“ The two prototypes have stood in a very 
exposed position on a hilltop since they 
were built in 1947, and the Government’s 
scientists conducted tests far beyond the 
ordinary structural experiments on a new 
house to see how they had stood up to these 
years of weathering. I am proud to say that 
my craftsmen’s workmanship has passed with 
flying colours.” 

The two-storey house, Mr. Tarran ex- 
plained, is of precisely the same type of con- 
struction as-every other house he has de- 
signed since the war. 

Asked if he had anything further new in 
house construction, Mr. Tarran said he 
thought he had found the way to overcome 
settlement of new dwellings and one-storey 
buildings in mining areas. 

As reported in our issue of May 18 last, 
the Secretary of State for Scotland 
announced in Parliament recently that the 
Tarran low-cost bungalow (not the firm’s 
“ Dorran ” concrete bungalow) “fell below 
the recommended standards of structural 
efficiency,” and could not therefore receive 
approval for subsidy purposes. 


SALTIRE SOCIETY’S AWARD 

THE SALTIRE SOCIETY’S commendation for 
the best designed local authority housing 
scheme in Scotland for 1949-50 has been 
awarded to the burgh of Linlithgow for the 
Mains Maltings scheme at _ Linlithgow 
designed by Mr. W. H. Kininmonth, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Rowand Anderson, Kinin- 
month and Paul, of Edinburgh. The society, 
on its panel’s recommendation, has decided 
that the standard of design of flats submitted 
this year does not justify a separate award,’ 
The following schemes have been selected for 
“honourable mention ”: Old people’s houses, 
Glasgow Corporation; housing at Kilbarchan, 
Renfrewshire County Council; old people’s 
homes, Garthdee, Aberdeen Corporation. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


ArgyUshire.—Plans to be prepared for the £250,000 
concert hall and pavilion, with restaurant and other 
accommodation, to be erected in the Castle Gardens, 
Dunoon. The ‘architects are Ninian Johnstone & 
George A. Boswell & Partners, F. & A.R.I.B.A., 
=, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, 


C.2 

Edinburgh. —Plans to be prepared for the Odeon 
Cinemas, Ltd., for a new cinema, new offices and 
business premises at Leith-st., and for which the 
SER are Harry W. Weedon & Partners, 

F.R.1.B.A., 129, Lordswood-rd., Birmingham. 

Fifeshire.—Plans to be prepared for large block 
of buildings at The Valley Gardens in Kirkcaldy 
for the *Corporation, whose architect is Robert 
Mildrum, A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.1., Municipal 
Offices, Kirkcaldy. 
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Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions for Barkwel| Mortgage and Invest- 
ment Co., Lid., at &8 to 92, Union-st., for which the 


architect is John Young, 21, Ainslie- pl. West Ena, 
Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions to the Clyde Soyameal Co.’s factory 
at the King George V Dock, Shieldhall, for which 
the architects are O. Harold Hughes & Waugh, 
F. & F.R.LB.A., 206, Sauchiehall-st., Charing Cross, 
Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow. "Sines to be prepared for a cinema at 
Dumbarton-rd. and Keith-st., Partick, for-which the 
architect is tomer Allen, Eagle House, Jermyn- 
st., London, S.W.1 

Renfrewshire.—Plans are to be prepared for re- 
construction and additions, estimated to cost 
£22,000, at Alexandra Royal Auxiliary Infirmary, 
for which the architects are Abercrombie & Steel 
Maitland, F/R.1.B.A., Moss-st., The County-sq., 
Paisley. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
three-storey building, estimated to cost £250,000, 
which is to be erected at the Renfrew Airport. 
The architect is William H. Kinnieburgh, 16, Rut- 
land-sq., West End, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. © Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for apereetes: the name and address at the 
end refer the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
grocer 


JUL 
“Bournemouth C.B. a of four “bungalows, 
Leybourne estate. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


JULY 18. - 

*tNew Romney B. heave 2 berg — dwell- 
ings, Churchlands estate. C. 2 2s. 

*+Wandsworth B.0.—115 deli - at Cla 
Crescent housing site. unicipal-bid .. 
Wandsworth, 8.W.18. 

Wednesfield U.D.C.—20 houses at Colman-ave. 
Thomas A. Peacock, M.I.Mun.E., Pennhurst, 29, 
Bolton-rd.. Wednesfield. Dep.-£3 3s, 

*+West Sussex C.C.—Additional classrooms, Con- 
naught-rd. Secondary school, Littlehampton, and 
Irene-av. Secondary school, Lancing. County Archi- 
tect. Chichester. 

*+West Sussex ©.C.—Canteen kitchen and room, 
Westbourne school, near Emsworth. County Archi- 
tect, Chichester. 

*+Worcester T.C.—Erection of Pitmaston County 
Prim. sch. (first instalment) at Malvern-rd. Watkins 
and Decker,, 13, Gray’s Inn-sq., London, W.C.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. Ténders by “August 13. 


JULY 20. 

*+Birmingham T.C.—Erection of civic restaurant 
at High-st., Deritend. Secretary, Civic Restaurants 
Dept., 11, *Cambridge- st., Birmingham, 2. Dep. 

3 3s. 


ioe don C.B.—Alterations and renovations to 
the old people’s home at'35, Cross-rd., South Nor- 
wood. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*tEaling Eventide Homes.—Efection of new wing 
to old people’s home. Alan W. Pipe & Sons, 8, 
Queen-st., Cheapside, E.C.4. 

Waltham Holy Cross U.D.C.—44 Senewe at Pater- 
noster Hill estate, bag > x Abbey, Essex. 


JU 21. 

*tEast Ham C©.B.—9%% flats at Priory-rd. Chief 
Housing Officer. Dep. £5 5s. 

*tEssex ©.C.—Internal alterations and redecora- 
tions to County Hall, Chelmsford. H. Conoily, 
F.R.1L.B.A., County Hall, Chelmsford. 

*+Staffordshire C.C.—Erection and completion of 
a branch county library at Wednesfield, nr. Wolver- 


hampton. A. C. H. Stillman, Arch. & S.. @ounty 
Education Committee, Green Hall, Lichfield-rd., 
Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tStaffordshire C.C.—Erection and completion of 


a branch county library at Brownhills, Walsall. 
C. H. Stillman, Arch. & §., County Education 

Committee, Green Hall, Lichfield- rd., Stafford. Dep. 
2 2s. 


JULY 23. 

Bridgend U.D.C.—80 traditional houses in two 
contracts at West House site. J. Amos, Glan- 
Ogwr, Bridgend. Dep. £3 3s. for each contract. 

Northwich U.D.C.—30 houses at Leftwich O'd 
Hale site. F. L. pos. Counci] House, 
Church-rd., Northwich. ree. & 3 3. 

JULY -24. 

Cudworth U.D.C.—Six eenes and four bDynagalows 
at Eveline-st. housing site. E. & S., rig ‘ouncil Offices, 
Barnsley-rd., Cudworth. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 35. 

*Deptforg 8.C.—Construction of prefabricated 
concrete sectional building at St. James’, New 
Cross. B.E. & 8. 

*Norfolk 4 Com.—Erection of additional hutted 
classrooms at four schools. Chief Education Officer, 
Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

*Norfolk Ed. Com.—Provision of water closets, 
erection of wash-up and installation of sewage 
plant at Watlington County Primary school. Chief 
Education Officer, Ye rd., Norwich. 

*tNorth Riding C.C.—26 police houses on ten 
various sites. County Architect, Northallerton. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

*“Redear B.C.—Erection of two blocks 1% four 
shops and maisonettes at Daws estate. B. uni- 
cipal-bldgs., Redcar. Dep. £5 5s. 

*tWatford R.D.C.—42 houses in three contracts at 
Abbots Langley and ‘Sarratt. C., Council Offices, 
Wynyard-house, ia. Watford. Dep. £1 Is. 

JU 27. 

*Barnet U.D.C.—Extension to garage accommoda- 
tion, vehicle repair de Mays-la.  E. 8., 
Ravenscroft House, Wood-st. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations to 
ground floor, Southmoor Hospital, Hemsworth 
Architect to Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by August 27. 

*t+ Manchester Regional Hospital Board.—Exten- 
sion to out-patients’ dept., and new casualty theatre, 
North. Lonsdale Hospital, Barrow-in-Furness. 
Duffy (F.), Architect to Board, Sunlight House, 
Quay-st., Manchester 3. Dept. £2 2s. Tenders by 
August 23. 

Sturminster R.D.C.—Construction of mass- 
concrete covered reservoir (400,000 gals.) at Frith. 
Aubrey J. Aften, | hay E~ Half Goce: st., Sher- 
borne, Dorset. £3 3s 

*Surbiton Boro’ oe sindge “grinding sbed, Disposal 
Works, Lower Marsh-la. R. Thirlway, BE. & S. 


Dep. £2 2: 

JULY 28. 
Margate B.C.—92 houses at Cambourne-ave. 
housing eState, Westgate-on-Sea. B.E., 3, 


Grosvenor-pl., Margate. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNorthumberlang ©.C.—Extension to provide 
dining. accommodation at Thomas Taylor Homes, 
Stannington. County A., County Hall, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

JULY 30. 

Durham County Police Authority.—One pair type 
“Be police houses, with office, at Birch-pl., Esh 
Winning. G. R. Clayton, F.R.I LB.A., County ‘Archi- 
tect’s Office, Court- la., Durham. 

Ely R.D.C—30 dwellings with roads at Berry 
Green and 16 houses, together with ancillary 
works, at Ely-rd. E. & S., 11, Lynn-rd., Ely. 
£1 1s. each contract. 

Stretford B.C.—Houses and flats at Christie-rd. 
housing site (east section). Sclieme 13, 8 houses 
and 20 flats; scheme 14, 10 houses and 20 flats; 
scheme 15, 16 houses and 16 flats. A. H. Perry, 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. each i 


JUL 
*Leyton Boro.— Alteration a additions at Town 
Hall. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 
Manchester T.C.—Alters ations and adaptations to 
St. John’s sch. 7. A Dep. £1 is 
UGUST 2. 


*Whiston R.D.C. bs Trusteel houses, Royal 
Oak housing site. Watson Garbutt, architect to 
Council. 


AUGUST 3. 

*Brighouse B.C.—Five shops and three flats on 
the Stoney-la. estate, Lightcliffe. B.E., Commer- 
cial-st., Brighouse. Dep. £2. : 

*Cheimsford Boro’. —18 houses, Chignall estate. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

“+ Uokfield R.D.C.—52 dwellings at Church-st. 
site. Council Offices, Beacon-rd., Crowborough, 
Fall Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 13. 

U 


: ST 
*tTottenham Boro.—78 flats Factory-lane and 
Burbridge-way N.17. B.E. & S. Dept. 22 2s 


AUGUST 7. 
*Guildford B.C.—98 houses at Bushy Hill, Merrow. 
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B.E. & S,, Municipal Offices, High-st., Guildford. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 9. 

“Rugby B.C,—24 flats and ten bungalows, Deep- 
more-rd., Overslade estate. B.S., Burford House, 
Ohurceh Walk, Rugby. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 10. 

*Bexley B.C.—Erection of 143 dwellings at Hurst- 
z. estate. B.E. & S., West Lodge, Broadway, 

xleyheath. Dep. £5 Ss. 

*Lircoin tion.—42 flats and maisonettes on 
land between Henley-st. and Robey-st. City Archi- 
tect, Stamp End. Dep, £2 2s. 

.*Teignmouth U.D.C.—Alterations and addi- 
tions, public conveniences, The Point: T. W. Lee 
Edwards, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. ; 


AUGUST 13. 

“Carlisle City.—-Alteration to fire station, War- 

wick-st. City 8., 18, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 15. 

“Berkshire and Reading Fire Authority —Two 
pairs of firemen’s houses at Hartland-rd., Reading. 
County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Glasgow T.0.—267 flats at Berryknowes-rd. Direc- 
tor a Housing, 20, Trongate, Glasgow, C.1. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
“Salford City.—57 flats, Lord-st. it ‘ ; 
aan ty: 8 City E. Dep 


Stevenage Development Corporation.—Construc- 
tion of estate roads with sewers and ancillary 
works. Chief Engineer, Aston-hse., Stevenage, 
Herts. Dep. £3 38. 

4 AUGUST 20. 

Hove Boro’.—Public conveniences and_petiol- 


filling station, Hangleton-id. T. R. Humble, B.S. , 


Dep. £3 3s. 
“York T.C.—Erection of old people’s- hostel at 
gata Engineer and Architect, Guildhall. 


Dep. 
é NO DATE. 

: page | Sata of houses at Edles- 
orougth. i ous, 15, Bridge-st. j 
Buzzard. Dep. £2 2s. : meets x 6g 

“Worcestershire C.C.—Erection of first instalment 
of new Stourport Secondary Modern school. {Leonard 
Voisey, chartered quantity surveyor, 718, Chester- 
rd., Erdington, Birmingham, 23. Dep.*£2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


Dunstable B cot thd 
*Duns le Boro’.—Exterior painting and repair 
of 114 and 3 blocks of flats, Chiltern-rd. estate ‘and 
Wesi-st. Housing estates. Manager. Dep. £1 1s. 
*Mitoham B.C.—Provision of add 
itcham B.€.—Provision o itional laylights 
and the redecoration of the Baths Hall. BE & 
8., a ert 2 
epney B.C.—Repairs to requisitioned premises 
at Jubilee-st. Chief Technical Office, 191-193, Com- 
mercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
A JULY 30. 
|, Staffordshire ©.C.—Demolition of house at 
pe ape ae rg engl making good of walls 
and gable end of adjoining pr \.; a, y- 
bidgs., Giaford: County 
AUGUST 1. 


“Dewsbury C.B.—Supply and erection of heating, 
— way — ean Systems at Bank 
op Sec. Mod. sch. oro’ A. & §., Tow 
Dewsbury. Dep. £5. res agus erp 
Stoke-on-Trent.—City S. (Materials). 

: AUGUST 13. 

Stepney B.C.—Installation of lighting, heating 
and power at 77 dwellings at Vallance-rd. B.E. & 


S. Dep. £5 
AUGUST 15. 

“Glasgow T.C.—Boiler plant, heating and hot 
water installation in connection with scheme 
of 267 flats at Berryknowes-rd. Director of 

— Floor, 20, Trongate, Glasgow, ©.1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
Southport C.B Fe al = 
-B.—Roads and sewers <¢ path- 
field housing site, No. 15. B.E. Dae. ae 
JULY 17. 
Ashton-under-Lyne B.C.—Construction of _roads 


and sewers on the Taunton jhousin of p 
B.S., Municipal-bligs. eo ee 


JUL 3 
B ey 4 B.C.—Construction of roads and sewers. 


JULY 26. 


Newcastle-under-Lyne 6B.C.—Sjite preparafi 
works at the Earls-dr. housing citer x ae 
S., Lancaster-bldg, High-st., Newcastle, Staffs. 
Doncaster C B.—Completing 
r C.B.—Completion of roadwork 
Intake housing estate. Estates Surveyor, No. & 
ee Dep. £3 3s. : 
.*Peterborou; T.C.—Roads and x 
City E. Dep. £2 2s. aap eee 3 
JULY 28. 
Bebington B.C.—Reconstruction of new .Chester 
road, New Ferry. B.E. & §., Brackenwood, Higher 
Bebington. 


JULY 30. 
Darwen B.C.—Roads and sewers on the Bicch 


THE BUILDER 





“‘THE BUILDER” PRICES 
PLASTERBOARD, etc. 


Prices as at June 11, 1951, supplied by Plaster 
Products (Greenhithe), Ltd. 


GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 

Plain Insulating 

per sq. yd. per sq. yd. 
P.P.G. WALLBOARD— ae ! a F 
25-75 sq. yds. bie O02 33 
75-150, nae 10} 12 
150-300 ___,, si 82 113 
300-600 _ _—,, ies 92 
600 sq. yds. and over 7} 
P.P.G. BASEBOARD— € 

25-150 sq. yds. 3 103 

150-300 a bua 3 6} 

300-600 aS: 3 5z 

600 sq. yds. and over 3 4} 


PLASTERBOARD ACCESSORIES 
(Carriage charged if not sent with plasterboard.) 
P.P.G. PROTECTED PLASTERBOARD NAILS, 12g. x 1 in., 

1} in., 14 in. (countersunk head, jagged shank). 
4+ cwt. ... bi ie 97s. 6d. per cwt. 
1 cwt. and over 95s. Od. on 
P.P.G. Jute Scrim (for plastering), 34 in. wide. 
100-yd. rolls see 10s. Od. per roll. 
P.P.G. PAPER FACED CoTTon JoINnT TAPE, 2 in. wide 
(for use with wallboard—direct decoration). 
100-yd. rolls ... 11s. 6d. per roll. 
P.P.G. ANAGLYPTA COVER STRIP, 2 in. wide (for use 
with wallboard—direct decoration). 
100-ft. rolls 7s. Od. per roll. 
List subject to amendment without notice and to 
the company’s conditions of sale. 











Hall housing site. B.E. & S., Town Hall, Darwen. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 1. 

Luton B.C.—Roads and sewers at Wigmore-la. 
housing estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 3. 

Tadcaster R.D.C.—Construction of sewers at 
Bishopthorpe and Copmanthorpe. A. H. 8. Waters, 
— f., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. 
3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bromley.—Hovuses.—T.C. have decided to abandon 
scheme for erection of 76 flats at Blyth-rd. and 
have approved instead plans for erection of a further 
76 at Hayes-pl. as an extension to existing pro- 
gramme (subject to M.L.G. and P. approval). 

City of London.—Orrices.—Lloyds have received 
permission for erection of office buildings at Fen- 
church-ave. with main entrance at Lime-st. This 
new block will. be connected to existing buildings 
by a bridge over Lime-st. Plans by Terence Heys- 
oy F.R.I.B.A., 4, Verulam-bldgs.; Gray’s Inn, 

I C.1. 


Islington.—Scnuoo. Buripincs.—L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
have approved proposals for erection of new build- 
ings for 850 pupils at Holloway Comprehensive 
school. Plans by Council’s Architect. 

Lewisham.—Scuoo. Buitpine.—Proposals have 
been approved by L.C.C. Ed. Com. for erection of 
new buildings for 1,190 pupils at Lewisham Pren- 











RUBBER 
FLOORING 


RUBBER STAIR 
COVERINGS 


AND 
LATEX-CEMENT 
FLOORS 


'y 
RUBBALUX COMPANY 


LAYING SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
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dergast Comprehensive school. Plans by Council’s 
Architect. 

St. Panoras.—New Bui.pinc.—Proposal for erec- 
tion of new building for 850 pupils at Parliament 
Hill Comprehensive school have been approved by 
L.C.C. Ed. Com. Plans by Council’s Architect. 

South Bank.—NationaL TueaTRE.—L.C.C. have 
approved plans for erection of National Theatre 
between Royal Kestival Hall and Waterloo Bridge. 
Architect is Brian O’Rorke, A.R.A., F.R.1I.B.A., 12, 
Cliveden-pl., S.W.1. 

Stoke Newington.—Brancu Lisrary.—B.C. to 
apply to M.L.G. and P. for permission to proceed 
with first stage construction of Woodberry Down 
Branch Library. Est. cost, £10,641. 

Wandsworth.—Scuoo_.—Plans for ereetion of new 
buildings for 2,210 pupils at Putney Park Lane 
Comprehensive school have been approved by L.C.C. 
Ed. Com. Plans by Council’s Architect. 

Woolwich.—Scnoou.—L.C.C. Ed. Com. have 
approved plang for erection of new buildings for 
2,210 pupils at Strand Comprehensive school. Plans 
by Council’s Architect. 5 

Woolwich.—D we iincs.—B.C. Housing Com. 
have approved lay-out plans by Borough Engineer 
for erection of 30 dwellings at Coldharbour estate. 
(Contract 4D.) 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Almwick.—Architect for a proposed bus stn., Clay- 
port-st., for United Automobile Services, Ltd., 
Grange-rd., Darlington, is A. A. Briggs, F.R.1.B.A. 
10, Fleet-st., London, E.C.4. 

Bellingham (Northumberland).—R.D.C. to erect 
26 terrace houses on Rectory site. Architects, W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st.,. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Blackburn.—Scheme approved for crematorium 
and chapel at Pleasington Cemetery (£31,000). W. 
Pickstone, Boro’ E. , 

Bradford.—T.C. propose day-nursery, Lilac Grove 
st., Laisterdyke.—Seek loan of £37,000 for demolli- 
tion and rebuilding of shops at Westgate. 

Cheadle (Staffs).—R.D.C. propose further houses, 
Cheadle 6, Weston Coyney 10. : 

Consett.—U.D.C. has decided to build 50 more 
houses by contract. Architect, J. J. Eltringham, 
Derwent-st., Blackhill, Consett, Co. Durham. 

Darlington.—T.C. to erect a further 57 houses. 
About one-third will be erected by direct labour, 
one-third by contract, and the others will be erected 
under negotiated prices. Boro’ A., E. A. Tornbohm, 
Central-bldgs., Darlington. 

Hyde.—B.C. approyed plans and layout of land 
for houses at Hilda-rd., for W. Bagshaw; industrial 
development, Talbot-rd. Works, for I.C.I., Ltd.; 
Festival Trust, Ltd., to carry out in three stages 
adaptation of Alexandra Cinema as a Festival 
Theatre. Architect, G. Bullimore, Stockport. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne—E. M. JLawson, _ Barras 
Bridge, Newcastle, is architect for proposed altera- 
tions to the** Crown Hotel,” Clayton-st. 

Otley.—U.D.C. received approval for first 36 
dwellings on section A of Weston-la. estate—W. 
Riding County A. to prepare plang for improve- 
ment and modernisation of courthouse. 

Saddleworth.—U.D.C. propose 50 houses, Carr-la., 
Greenfield. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

¢t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ayrshire.—Erection of factory for Gemmels and 
Dunsmuir, Ltd., Tourholm Mills, Kilmarnock, 
*Kelvin Construction Co., Lid., Possilpark, Glasgow. 

Birmin Houses for T.C.:—424 at Buck- 
lands End and Gilbertstone estate: *S. J. Smith 
(Bidford), Ltd., £539,396; 364 at Kitwell Farm 
and Jiggins-la.: *Wates, Ltd., London, £392,004; 
220 at Staplehall Farm: *Wates, Ltd., £243,528; 


. 299 at Shard End, Part I: *Geo. Stubbings, Ltd., 


Streetly-rd., £227,942; 202 at Bangham Pit Farm: 
*Wates, Ltd., London, £217,249; 150 at Nimmings 
Farm: *S. J. Smith (Bidford), Ltd., £173,790; 140 
at Garretts Green: *C. Bryant, Ltd., 65, Whitmore- 
rd., £144,974; 114 at Hillyfields: *W. J. Sims, Son 
& Cooke, Ltd., 147, Parade, Shirley, £135,258; 110 
at Hillyfields: *Geo, Stubbings, Ltd., £127,995; 145 
at Shard End, Part I: *Morris & Jacombs, Lid., 
71, Hobmoor-rd., £174,416; 107 at California: 
*Alfred Langley, Ltd., Manor Farm-rd., £121,438; 
118 at Heathy Farm: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Lid., 
London, £110,785; 100 at Shard End: *Morris & 
Jacombs, Ltd., £107,710; 90 at California: *Alfred 
Langley, Ltd., £100;353; 80 af Shard End, Part I: 
*H. Dare & Son, Ltd., 982, Alum Rock-rd., £91,280; 
44 at Booths-la.: *H. Johnson (Builders), Itd., 609, 
Walsall-rd., £52,596; 36 at Dawberry Fields-rd.: 
*Sellick Nichols & Co., Ltd., St. Austell, Cornwall, 
£31,221; 50 at Booths-la.: *Yenton Building Co. 
(1938), Ltd., 62, Gravelly-hill North, £58,360; 24 at 
Highters Heath-la.: *Stubbs Bros. (H’worth), Ltd., 
55, Booth-st., £22,090; 20 at Manor Farm estate: 
*J. & W. Malley, Ltd., 2, Wills-st., £21,578; 20 at 
Long Acre: *H. J. Egginson, Ltd., 110, Newton-rd., 
£17,866; 16 at Dawberry Fields-rd.: *Gilligan Bros., 
765, Shirley-rd., £19,762; 14 at Elms estate: *Biddle 
& Homer (Birmingham), Ltd., 20, Waterloo-st., 
£15,155; 12 at Booths-la. estate: *J. & P. Kelly & 
Co., 19, Stratford-rd., £13,594; 12 at Kitts Green- 
rd.: *Clifford Construction Co., Ltd:, £10,290. (All 
subject to M.L.G: & P. approval). | , 
Bolton.—Erection of a crematorium at Heaton 
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Cemetery, for B.C.: *Wm. Gornall. & Sons, Ltd., 
Ellesmere-st., Bolton, £31,594. 

Bradford. —"Erection of new factory for Pearson & 
Foster (Bradford), Ltd,: *L. & W. Morrell, Ltd., 
Bradford. 

Camberwell.—104 flats and eight shops at Den- 
meant Hill, S.E.5, for B.C. Architect, F. S..Palling, 
L. RIB.A. : *Wates, Ltd., London- rd., Norbury, 
8 w (16, £244,323. ; 

Cheadle. —Four houses at Ipstones site, for 
R.D.C,: *Wilcox, Ltd,, £5,320. 

Chippenham.—Erection of “ Reema ” houses at 
Greenway-la., Pen Hill site, for T.C.: *Woolaway 
Construction, Ltd., £64,673 (subject to M.L.G. & 
P. approval). Erection of 28 traditional houses on 
the Greenway-la., Pen Hill site, for T.C.: *T, F. 
Brain & Co., Bath, £43,762 (Subject to M.L.G. & 
P. approval). 

Cumberland.—Construction of hall for Calder- 
bridge and Ponsonby Village wy Committee. 
Architect, F. Waddington, F.R.1.B.A., 10, Scotch- 
st., Whitehaven : *John ‘fwiname, Litad., Brigham, 
Cumberland. 

Dover.—32 houses on the Buckland Valley estate, 
Dover, for B.C. B.E., Brook House, Dover. David 
Rk. Bevan, AM.LC.E., M.1.Mun.E., A.M.T.P.L., 
Brook House, Dover: *S. C. Ward, Ltd., 37a, New- 
ington-rd., Ramsgate, Kent, £41,272. 

Droitwich.—16 “Wates” houses at St. Peter’s- 
cres. estate for B.C. G. R. Robinson, M.I-Mun.E., 
M.R.San.1., B.E. & S.: *Wates, Ltd.* London-rd., 
Norbury, S.W.16, £22,045. 4 

Durham.—Erection of 20 “Unity” houses at 
Bowburn, for R.D.C. Surveyor, K. G. Miller, Byland 
Lodge, Durham: *Direct Lubour, £23,260 (subject 
to M.LG. & P. Spproval). 

Friern Barnet. ght flats on site of ‘ Malvern 
Lodge,” Torrington Park, for U.D.C. _ Architect, 
Henry Braddock, A.R.I.B. ce The East Gallery, St. 
John’s Wood Church, N.W.8. Quantities by H. M. 
oe F.R.1.CS., 88, St. John’s Wood, High-st., 


W.8. 
Vee Dale, Ltd., New Southgate, N.11 £19,708 
W. Richards & Sons (Hendon), Lid., N.W.4 = 150 
Wilton & Burgess, Ltd., Whetstone, N.20 432 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Lid., Peckham, S.E.15_ 11382 
James Webb & Sons (Builders), Ltd., E.C.1 16,750 


Joseph Cartwright, Ltd., S.W 16,571 
S. Varney & Co., Ltd., Herne Hil, S.B.24... 16,167 
C. & A. Catchpole, Ltd., Potters Bar... ... 15,800 
James Steward & Williams, Ltd., N.15 ..- 15,729 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking, Essex ... .- 15,698 
A. G. Ellis, Palmers Green, N.13- ... «. 15,394 
. J. Adams, Ltd., E.C.2 . ... 15,189 

. J. Cooper (Barnsbury), Ltd., Ni ... 14,968 
if H. Wright, Ltd., W.C an ... 14,800 
Dickenson & Clark, ‘Lid, we waa” 14,636 


— vit gon & Co., 5, Great Wincester- 

St 4 

Fulham.—Six flats at Stokenchureh- ~ ‘for BC 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. ... 


U5 ¥, Slater and Coker, Cc) sis pres: 740 
J. Davis & Co. x ie ii 11,201 
J. Lacey & Co., lid. :. .- 11,141 
&: S. Garner & Son (Builders), Ltd. -- 10,795 
Director of Housing oe a Buildings 10,740 
*\. H. Franklin & Sons, ._ 10,672 


Glasgow.— Extension ay Messi W. & J. Marks, 
Ltd., Py Baltic-st., Gorbals. Frank Burnet, Boston 
& Bell, F.. & A.REB.A., 180, Hope-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, W.C.2. *Robert Corbett & Sons, Ltd., 
Glasgow, E.C. 

Glasgow.—New Public School at Sealprice-st. on 
~ Milton housing site. Mr. John MacNab, 

R.I.B.A., council architect, 129, Bath-st., Blyths- 
rae Glasgow, W.C.2. Steel construction and allied 
works, *The Morris Singer Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
£13,700. : 

Glasgow.—New Public School at the —— 
housing _ site, Robert J. alker & Smith 
5 ei P ea Douglas-st., Blythswood-sq., Glas- 
gow, William R. Dunsmuir & Son, 
FUR. LOS. * quantity surveyors, 102, Bath-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. General contractors 
and builders, *Grant & Barns, Ltd., Glasgow, 
£103,703. Steel ea ay! and allied works, *The 
Morris Singer Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £7,434 

Hexham.—Eight houses at Allendale, for R.D.C.: 
; Wallace & Sons, Hencotes, Hexham. 
Hyde.—86 houses ait Harbour Farm & Cheetham 
roid gues for B.C.: *Vessey Bros. (Marple), Ltd., 
arple 

Kirkcudbrightshire.—County home scheme of re- 
Paper vs se and additions at Carlingworth Home, 

Castle-Douglas, for Old People: homas Caldwell, 
F.R.I.B.A., architect and master of works, County- 
chbrs., Kirkcudbright. *Robson and Davidson, 
Ltd., Dumfries. 

Littleborough. —38 houses at Laneside, for U.D.C.: 
*James Hartley, Ltd., Chadderton, £46,764. 

Liandarcy.—Fection of transformer house and 
Office buildings, for N.O.R.: *Frank R. Freeman, 
Ltd., 13-14, Chapel- at. N:W.1. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty :— 

Berks : Wantage-rd., (Fencing, Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. St. 
Merryn : External painting, ete, C. & E., 

Kenwyn,” Mawgan Porth, Cornwall. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over week ended June 30:— 

Civii Engineering: (Farrans, ‘Ltd., 
Belfast. 

Building work : (W. 8. Try, Ltd., Cowley, Middx.; 
Comben « Wakeling. ‘Ltd., ‘Kenton, Middx. ; (H. Dor: 
rington & Sons, Gainsborough, Lines.; F. Troy & 


Dunmurry, 





THE BUILDER 


Co., Ltd., London, S-E.1; Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., 
Middlewich, Cheshire. 

Painting work: C. J. Else & Co., Ltd.; Lincoln; 
Alfred (‘Bagnall & Sons, Lid., Shipley, Yorks 

General maintenance work: Exors. of J. Cauldwell 
Walker, Bromley, Kent. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 7 :— 

Building work; Bett Bros., Ltd., Dundee. Build- 
ing work and hutting : G. and a: Seddon, Ltd., 
Stoke-on-Trent; F. Parkinson and Son, Ltd., "Black- 
pool. Heating and hot water installation: Wm. 
fownson and Sons, Ltd., Bolton. Internal electri- 
cal wiring services: Lowestoft Electrical Co., 
Lowestoft. 

Painting work: Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton; G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., Stoke-on- 
Trent; J. , Caldicot, Nr. Chepstow, Mon. ; 
Clark and Fenn, Ltd., London, 8.W.4. See 
maintenance py ts Gordon Durham and Co., 
Workington; G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., Little fiiulton’ 
Nr. ‘Bolton. Agricultural Maintenance of Air- 
fields: Surface Maintenance Services, Ltd., Chel- 
tenham ; J. W. Page, Ltd., Hampton Hill, Middle- 
sex; E. 8. Walley and Co., itd., Warrington. 

London (British Railways).—New contracts placed 
by London Midland Region :—Labour only for the 
cleaning and painting of the general shed at Man- 
chester, Oldham-rd. goods depot, Arundel (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 70, Harris-st., Bradford; additional 
sidings at Basford Junction, nr. Nottingham, Har- 
bour- & General Works, Ltd., ‘173, St. Stephen’s 
House, Victoria Embankment, Westminster, S.W.1; 
labour only for the cleaning and painting of Birken- 
head Woodside passenger station, Clarke & Son 
(Chorley), Ltd., White Bear Gardens, Adlington, 
Lancs; labour only for the cleaning and painting 
of Whart-st. goods depot, Sheffield, Wm. Lattimer & 
Co., (Ltd., 10, Archbold-ter., Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; 
insulated steel roof decking to the warehouse roof 
and awnings, and felt coverings to the office block 
roof of the railhead depot for S.P.D., Ltd., at 
Liverpool, Brunswick Dock, D. Anderson & Son, 
‘Ltd., Suffolk House, Suffolk-st., Birmingham 1; 
labour only for the cleaning and painting of the 
iron and steelwork in the span roofs at Liverpool 
Exchange station, »Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 229, 
Spotland-rd., Rochdale; repairs and extension to 
warehouse No. 1 for accommodation for Carr & Co., 
Lid., at Brompton and Fulham goods depot, E. J. 
Logan ees’. Ltd., 138b, West, Hiil, Putney, 
London, 8.'W.15. 

{London CM. on ad acts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended June W: 

Cornwall: Nancekuke, Portreith, a of ex- 
Restate establishment, G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd. 

21, Strand, W.C.2. Durham : Seawarield Erection 
of employment exchange, ‘R. M. Matthews & Co., 
Villiers-st., Sunderland. Gloucestershire : Fishponds 
Telephone Exchange. Bristol, Extension, H. F. N. 
Greenhill & Sons, ‘Winterstoke- rd., Bristol. ‘Middle- 
sea: N.G.TJE., Whetstone, Adaptations to form 
apprentices’ hostel, Bowles & Son, 8, Gladstone-rd., 
Leicester. Warwickshire : Cheapside, Birmjngham, 
Erection of new branch P.O., John Bowen & Sons, 
Ltd., George-st., Balsall Heath, Birmingham. 

€London (War Dept.).— Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended June 30 :— 

Yorkshire: Reinforced concrete work, Purdie, 
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Lumsden & Co., Lid., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Northants : Painting’ and decorating, W. T. Picker- 
ing & Sons, Watford. Leicestershire: Painting and 
decorating, Harold G. Oates, Ltd., Bradford; mis- 
cellaneous,. Bradshaw Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., 
Leicester. Co. Antrim: Building work, John Sinton, 
Ltd., Tandragee. 

Surrey: Building work, H. T. Hill & Son, Lid., 
Brookwood. Worcestershire : Painting, A. Hogg. 
Ltd., Crumpsall. Herefordshire - Building work, 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Putney. Glamorgan: Miscel- 
laneous, J. W. Potheroe & Son, Penarth. Cheshire : 
Miscellaneous, Boultons (Bebington), Ltd., Bebing- 
ton. Berkshire: Road work, Improved Macadams, 
a Feltham. Cambridgeshire : Miscellaneous, 

H. Cross & Son, Littleport. Sussex : Painting, 
Aitna Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Storrington. 

Macclesfield.—Houses for R.D.C. :—10 at Poynton: 
*Amos Hough &.Sons, Ltd., Wates-st., Wilmslow, 
£16,702; 10 at Rainow: *H. Bamford, Bollington, 
£16,700. 

Middlesbrough.—10 houses at Berwick Hills, for 
T.C.: *f. A. Greenwell & Co., Ltd., 145, Albert- 
rd., Middlesbroug. 

Middlesbrough.— —Erection of 68 houses on the Ber- 
wick Hills site, for T.C. Boro’ E., J. A. Kenyon: 
*“G. Wade, Beverley- ~~. Redcar (28); *T. A. Green- 
well & Co., Lid., bert-rd., Middlesbrough (16) ; 
and *G. H. a Stockton-rd., Middlesbrough 
(24). 

Middleshrough.—10 houses on Berwick Hills site, 
for TC. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ *R. W. Dixon, 
Middlesbrough. 

Newcastle-on- Tyne.—Erection of design and re- 
search building, for A. Parsons & Co., Litd., 
electrical plant manufacturers, Heaton, Newcastle. 
General contractors : *Stephen Easten, Ltd., West- 
gate Grange, Newcastle-on-Tyne; steelwork: 
*Alexander Finlay, Ltd., Motherwell. 

Northumberland.—Alterations to Eachwick Hall, 
Penteland, Northumberland. Architects, ver 2 
Couves -& Partners, Carliol House, Newcastle : 
eee, 23, Back Causey-st., Gosforth, New- 
castle. 

Ryton-an-Tyne.—Erection of store at Lanehead, 
for Blaydon District Industrial & Provident Society, 
Church-st., Blaydon. Plans by the C.WS. Archi- 
tects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Direct Labour by District Society’s Works 
Dept., Blaydon-on-Tyne. ¢ 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—Erection of nine old people’s 
sence at Runnhead and nine at Crawcrook, for 

D.C. Plans by the Surveyor: *Direct Labour. 

O Seattioh Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 

tracts placed between May 18 to June 19 

Site Servicing.—Craigens, Cumnock ; Welton- rd., 
Mauchline (various): Hay & Anderson, Kilwinning, 
boundary fence; Fleurs-pl., Forres (100 Weir): Wm. 
Briggs & Sons, Ltd., Market-st., Forres, Site ser- 
vicing; Larkfield, Greenock (100 Atholl): A. M. 
Tweedie & Co., 44-52, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, boundary 
fence; New Dailly, Ayrshire (90 trad): Hay & 
Anderson, Kilwinning, boundary fence; Deer Park, 
Sanquhar (76 Atholl): Alexander & Sons, Edinburgh, 
railings to retaining walls. 

House Erection.—Kirkbrae-rd., Cairn Edward (80 
trad.): Milligan & Heapy, Port-st., Dalbeattie, 
joiner; Mutiiredge, Buckhaven (50 Cruden): S.E. 
Scotland Electricity Board, Dunfermline, electrical 
services; Spittal, Rutherglen (50 Weir): Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing; Race-rd., Bath- 
gate (112 trad. and Swedish): Barnet & Morton, 
Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing; Midton, Gourock (120 
Miller): S.W. Scotland ooo Board, Glasgow, 
electrical services; Sighthill, Neuk, Edinburgh (2 
Orlit): Scottish Gas nea a Edinburgh, service 
pipes; Livingstone Station, West Lothian (48 No- 
Fines): S.E. Scotland Electricity Board, Stirling, 
electrical services; Kirkbrae-rd., Cairn Kdward (18 
trad.) : James W. Smith & Sons, 72, Brooms-rd., 
Dumfries, painter; James McNulty, , 3 Port-st., Dai: 
Beattie, plaster; Forth, Lanarkshire (50 trad.) 
John Stewart & Co. (Wishaw), Ltd., 21, Union-st., 
Carluke, provision of meter cupboards; Larkfield, 
Greenock (6 Atholl) : Scottish Gas Board, Greenock, 
gas services; Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire (160 Weir) : 
Ss. W. Scotland Electricity Board, Hamilton. elec- 
trical pevieet Maiden Park, Bo’ness (256 Cruden 
and Atholl) ; M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
fencing ; aE me (52 concrete), and 
Millgate and School, Winchburgh (46 Miller) : 
Northern Sportsground Construction Co., Edinburgh, 
ane Poyntzfield, Ross and Cromarty (12 trad.) : 
. ae, Alness, external water supply ; Rumster, 
Caithness (1 Swedish): Alex. Sutherland, 21, 
Frances-st., Wick, external water supply : Cairn: 
hill, New *Cumnock (76 No-Fines): Weir Housing 
Corpn., Ltd., Coatbridge, all trades; Plean, Stirling- 
shire (42 various), and Fallin, Stirlingshire (18 
Swedish) : Geddes & Springthorpe, Edinburgh, fenc- 
ing; Queenzieburn, Kilsyth, Stirlingshire, Sports- 
work, Lid., 188, West Regent- st., Glasgow, layout 
of open spaces; Barnet & Morton; Ltd., Kirkcaldy, 
fencing; Elibank and Cardrona (1 Swedish) : Alex- 
ander & Sons, Edinburgh, handrails; Currie, Mid- 
lothian (80 Cruden) : ottish Gas ’ Board. ' Edin- 
burgh, gas services; Achany, Sutherlandshire (7 
Swedish): Alexander Sutherland, Golspie, water 
supply ; Mains of Fintry, Dundee (150 Cruden; 40 
No-Fines), and Wilton, Inverness (80 Cruden) : 
North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board, Edin- 
burgh, electrical services; Cairnhill, New Cumnock 
(52 Atholl, 76 Weir, 52 Cruden), and Netherthird, 
Cumnock (176 Atholl, 202 Weir, 56 trad.) : Northern 
Sportsground Construction Co., Lt be inburgh, 
fenc{jng; Cean-na+Croc, Inverness-shire (6 Swedish) : 
J. & G. B. Mackay, 41, Rose-st., Inverness, brick 
and plaster ; Wm. McLean, Beauly, plumber; James 
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roof 
"Inver- 
Inver- 


Gray & Son, %4-%, Academy-st., Inverness, 
shingles ; Thomas Tulloch, 71.79, Church-st., 
ness, glazier ; Ian M. Hastie, 107, Castle- st., 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


To all 
indentured Apprentices 
and full or part time 
Building Craft Students 
in the London Region 


Enter now for the 


FEDERATION FESTIVAL 
COMPETITION 


Ist prize 50 guineas 
2nd prize 
3rd prize 

AND OTHERS 


30 guineas 


20 guineas 


Full particulars and information from: 
THE SECRETARY, 

26, GREAT ORMOND STREET, 
HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: “Efembe, Holb, London’’ 
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ness, painter; Son, 5, Fraser-st., 
Inverness, piumber. 

Site Servicing.—Mains of Fintry, Dundee (64 
Orlit), and Magdaleng Kirkton, Dundee (20 Atholl) : 
A. T. Rolland, 89, Woodmill-st., Dunfermline, ex- 
ternal painter ; Fallin, Stirlingshire (8 Weir) : James 
Gordon, 57, New- rd., Bannockburn, — external 
painter ; Townhead, Coatbridge (100 W/Fairburst), 
and Muirhouse, Motherwell (176 Swedish): James 
Mason, 7 N, Cross Mansions, Bellshill, ‘external 
painter; West Kilbride-rd., Dalry (10 trad. ), and 
Shortiees, Kilmarnock (ié trad., 116 Atholl), and 
Mauchline, Ayrshire (10 trad.) ; Oliver Graham, 2. 
Bank-pl., Kilmarnock, external painter. 

South Shielde.—Construction of general store and 
wagon shop extension at Tyne Dock, for Tyne Im- 
provement Commission, Berwick-st., Newcastle-on- 

tyne: *Walter Few & Sons, Ltd., London. 

Tamworth.—.56 dwellings at Gillway estate, for 
BC. H. F. Bruce Smith, M.Insi.M. & Cy. B.E. 
& S.: Ltd., London-rd., Nigeer, Sw -16, 
£71,727 

Ty nemouth.—Additions to Town Clerk’s dept., in 

Nofthumbertand- sq., North Shields, for T.C. Boro’ 
E., D. M. O’her! ihy, 16, Northumberland- -sq., North 
Shields: ‘*Gilbert Park & Son, Tynemouth-rd., 
os Shields, £12,500. : 

Tynemouth.—Additions to Tynemouth Hign 
Sc hool, for E.C. Architect, William Stockdale, 73, 
Rowast- st., Nort's Shields. pao Surveyor, 

A. Wainwright, Norham-r West Chirton, 
North Shields: *Anglo-Scottish Construction Co., 
Lid., Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £22,911. 

Tynemouth.—Erection of 20 houses at Marden 
Kast, for T.C. Boro’ E., 16, Northumberland-sq., 
North Shields: *Tynemouth Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, 226,693 

Warrington.—Houses for B.C. at Orford estate :— 
*W. L. Challinor, £27,412 (22); *W. A. Howard, 
Lid., £24,558 (20); *D. Cooper, Lid., £22,361 (18); 
*Mr. G. Clough, £9,840 (8). 


D. Matheson & 
ber 


*Wates, 








STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Genes, ee. Strand, London, W.C.2 
TEMple Bar ‘5621 


Boyle's -.c-v.- Ventilator 


IN USE 











OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 











July 13 1951 


Wellinghorough.—12 houses at Manor House 
estate, for R.D.C.: *Hutchings & Streeton, a 
Northampton-rd., Earlg Barton (revised tender). 

Wellington._50 “‘ Wates”’ houses at Donnington, 
Salop, for U.D.C. H. Hall, District Surveyor: 
*Wates, [Ad., London-rd., Norbury, 8.W.16, £67,142. 

Wells.—Work for R.D.C.:—Three houses at 
Knowle-la., Wookey; six houses and one block of 
flats at Milton-la., be Hole; and three houses 
and site works at Milton-la., Wookey Hole,: *F. J. 
Leney & Sons, Glastonbury, £3,931, £11,221, £4,666. 

Worcester._42 ‘‘Wates” houses at Worcester 

Newtown estate No. 3, for TC. H. MacKrill, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.L.W.E., F.R.S.A., City B. : oe 
Ltd., London- rd., Norbury, S.W. 16. £49,350 

Wort orthing.—24 dwellings ai Lrene-av. a 
Laney for R.D.C. J. 8. Chirgwin, E. & S., 15, 

Mill-rd., Worthing. “Beamish (Builders), id. 
123, Gardener- rd., Portslade. (Subject to M.L.G 
P. approval.) 

orthing.—12 houses at Arundel-rd. estate, Ang- 

mering, for R.D.C. J. 8. Chirgwin, E. & 8., 15, Mill- 
rd., Worthing. *Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Goring- 
by-Sea, Sussex. (Subject to M.L.G. & P. approval.) 

Wortley.—Four houses and flats at Grenoside, for 
R.D.C.: *W. Marlowe & Sons, Ltd., Holme-la 
Sheffield 6. 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save heat—save coal 








BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
W 2 PADdington 706 
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THE ESSEX STEEL WA 
SCAFFOLDING C2L2 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION. 
CRADLES Y 
SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 295 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.16 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 
BUILDERS - CONTRACTORS 
AND 

Registered & Head Office 


61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON . 
Telephone: MONarch 7597-8 : 


General Offices : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 


LIMITED 


ENGINEERS 


B24 


* CRAYFORD + KENT 
Bexley Heath 5651-4 





Telephone : 








